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Roaming wild expanses of forests, mountain caribou 
historically traveled throughout Canada and the 
northern United States. Tragically, this community of 
wandering large creatures, with their distinctive ant-
lers, their large hooves adapted to snowy landscapes, 
their peculiar reliance on arboreal lichens, and their 
backdrop of stunning old-growth forests, have been 
distilled into a minor issue, an afterthought, or an 
obstacle.  These caribou have survived two ice ages, 
human development, and human degradation of their 
land.  These endangered animals symbolize the valu-
able remains of what once was a thriving ecosystem, 
with clean air, clean water, and pristine forests. 

Today evidence reveals that human disturbance has caused tremendous habitat loss, and fragmented 
the once great population into isolated smaller groups.  Their numbers in Canada and the US have 
plunged 30% since 1997, from 2400 to fewer than 1700 today, making them as endangered as Africa’s 
disappearing black rhino.  The Selkirk Mountain caribou population is the only caribou population 
remaining in the coterminous US, and is considered one of the most critically endangered mam-
mals in the United States.  This herd of around 34 caribou is a globally unique species found only 
in the inland temperate rainforests of southeast British Columbia and parts of Washington, Idaho 
and Montana. 

In 1984, the Selkirk Mountain population was listed as endangered under the Endangered Species 
Act.  Logging, road building, and motorized recreation are some of the identifi ed causes of habitat 
loss, predation, and increased mortality of the species.  One of the primary threats identifi ed by fed-
eral agencies and the conservation community was snowmobiling activity, which displaces suitable 
habitat, increases predation, and radically affects reproduction and survival.  

Snowmobile use is an extremely recent addition to the list of human disturbance.  Rapid technologi-
cal changes allow more and more people to travel off trails and into previously undisturbed federal 
land.  Agencies have found themselves unequipped to manage areas already traversed by motorized 
use, and have been unsuccessful at resolving continued snowmobile violations.  

Roaming wild expanses of forests, mountain caribou 
historically traveled throughout Canada and the 
northern United States. Tragically, this community of 
wandering large creatures, with their distinctive ant-
lers, their large hooves adapted to snowy landscapes, 
their peculiar reliance on arboreal lichens, and their 
backdrop of stunning old-growth forests, have been 
distilled into a minor issue, an afterthought, or an 
obstacle.  These caribou have survived two ice ages, 
human development, and human degradation of their 
land.  These endangered animals symbolize the valu-
able remains of what once was a thriving ecosystem, 

     The Lands Council is a non-profit conservation organization dedicated to 
protecting and restoring the woods, waters, and wildlife of  the Inland Northwest.
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Caribou Habitat Threatened
A very Faustian choice is upon us: whether to accept our corrosive and risky behavior                                        

as the unavoidable price of population and economic growth,                                                                       
 or to take stock of ourselves and search for a new environmental ethic.                                                          

                                                          -Edward O. Wilson-Edward O. Wilson-Ed

Photo Courtesy of Selkirk Conservation AlliancePhoto Courtesy of Selkirk Conservation Alliance

Contact Tania Ellersick at 838-4912 or tellersick@landscouncil.org to learn more about this issue. 
Take Action to protect these caribou habitat areas! 

Visit http://www.mountaincaribou.org/action.html

By Tania Ellersick

...continued on page fi ve
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Efforts Should Be Focused on Community Protection 
Instead of  Post-Disturbance Logging

The Lands Council was invited 
to join a group of Washington 
DC policy makers on a forest 
tour in North Idaho. Under-
secretary of Natural Resources 
Mark Rey, Wilderness Society 
President Bill Meadows, and 
several staff people inspected 
two “Stewardship” projects on 
the Idaho Panhandle National 
Forest and there were some 
lively moments. First stop was 
the Lakeface Lamb project, 
which thinned the forest around 
the west side of Priest Lake. The 
major goal was fuel reduction 
to protect homes from wildfi re. 
From my perspective we were taken to the best spots the Forest 
Service could fi nd and they looked okay from a thin to protect 
cabins perspective. However, the open canopy and disturbed 
soil are a recipe for weeds, and an infl ux of new trees that would 
soon become a fuel hazard as they crowd the older trees, and 
there is no long term maintenance plan.

The most contentious part of the tour was the Iron Honey proj-
ect. Tucked away up the north fork of the Coeur d’Alene River, 
this big ugly project would have clearcut over two square

Field Trip With a Forest Pest
The Lands Council’s Executive Director Reports on Recent Tour  With Mark Rey

FOREST WATCH

Timber companies, scientists, conservation groups, elected offi cials, and concerned residents agree that protecting communities 
from wildfi res before they start should be the highest priority.  Our limited resources should be focused on hazardous-fuels reduc-
tion near communities to protect lives and property instead of post-disturbance logging in remote areas with issues of immense 
public dissonance.  

Unfortunately, some members of Congress are intent on introducing post-disturbance logging/reforestation legislation, which focuses 
on destructive logging after fi re, blow down, or ice storms and replaces our natural forests with dangerous fi re prone plantations. 
This legislation will waste taxpayer money, disregard scientifi c research, negate judicial review, and prevent public participation.  
This is all under the guise of restoring forests.

Congress should not waste taxpayer dollars and reduce public involvement in these issues.  Congress should provide the necessary 
funding for reforestation, forest health, and community protection from wildfi re without tying it to environmentally destructive sal-
vage logging.  The Lands Council is committed to these efforts through the Northeast Washington Forestry Coalition, which creates 
community wildfi re plans, and supports fuel reduction projects in those communities focusing on small timber using restoration 
principles. The Forest Service should encourage the public to participate, much like the Northeast Washington Forestry Coalition, 
to work on projects that protect communities and ensure forest health—this saves time and money in the long run by reducing 
controversy, building consensus and ensuring that a project is done right the fi rst time.

Please watch for an ACTION ALERT regarding this upcoming legislation, and contact your representatives.  

Salvage harvesting undermines many of the ecological benefi ts of disturbances: greater threat of future fi re, removal of critical 
habitat for many forest dwelling species and impairment of ecosystem recovery…the practice of timber salvage will almost never 
produce any positive ecological benefi t.                                                                                   -Lindenmayer et al. 2004. Science

miles of forest in a watershed that 
is already impacted by logging 
and an extensive road system.  
The logging units were on very 
steep slopes and the Wilderness 
Society people agreed that The 
Lands Council’s victory in court 
had prevented further harm.  
The Forest Supervisor tried to 
sell the project to Mark Rey and 
the rest of us, saying the money 
from the trees would be used to 
restore creeks, remove culverts 
and roads. Jim Furnish, former 
deputy Chief of the Forest Service 
said that in his experience remov-
ing most of these culverts was a 

waste of money and that proper road drainage would achieve 
the same outcome at a fraction of the price.

I raised the issue of a recent study from the National Academy of 
Sciences that attributes forest management with fl ooding and 
release of toxic mining waste, the Forest Supervisor believes 
there is no solid connection.  As the sun set, and the policy 
makers went back to the nations capitol, it is clear that a deep 
chasm still exits between the current administration and the 
reality in north Idaho.
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Left to Right: Michael Francis - The Wilderness Society,  Ranotta McNair - Idaho Panhandle 
National Forest Supervisor,  Mark Rey - Under Secretary for Natural Resources and 
Environment, United States Department of Agriculture and two Forest Service Employees

By Mike Petersen

By Tania Ellersick
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Since the spring of 2005, resource agencies and Spokane 
River dischargers have been researching the technologies 
and mitigation techniques that are the building blocks to an 
implementation plan for cleaning up the Spokane River. The 
focus of the negotiations has been on determining amounts of 
phosphorous entering the Spokane River from various sources, 
since phosphorous is one of the key pollutants that is causing 
low dissolved oxygen in the river, and is a proxy for other pollut-
ants such as ammonia.  Currently, the two areas of focus are on 
wastewater treatment, which includes the municipalities from 
Coeur d’Alene to the City of Spokane and non-point sources, 
which is everything that doesn’t come out of the treatment 
plant. Controlling other river pollutants, such as chemicals called 
PCB’s, is on the horizon.  

The engineers have rolled up their sleeves and are now ready to 
present the draft implementation plans to the policy decision 
makers.  The Lands Council has been instrumental in encourag-
ing this process to be a watershed approach to resolving water 
quality problems, bringing in Idaho dischargers as well as those 
living along the Spokane River tributaries.

TLC is also working on the following key water issues that impact 
the quality of the Spokane River: 
 Wastewater
 Mining waste cleanup
 Water use and Aquifer
 Dam operations
 Watershed management
 Conservation and Re-Use

We feel there is a need for a campaign to educate citizens about 
how their actions affect both the aquifer and river and to gain 
support for banning dishwashing detergent and phosphorus 
fertilizers. We’ll keep you posted on our progress.  As for now, 
you can do your part by watering your lawn less often and by 
using phosphorus-free dishwashing detergent!

WATER WATCH

Watching our Waters 
An update on Recent TLC Accomplishments

Improving Water Quality in 
the Spokane Riverthe Spokane Rivert

Dissolved Oxygen Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
Negotiations Continue

The summer time is one of the most effective periods to edu-
cate and work on Spokane River and Coeur d’Alene Watershed 
cleanup issues. At The Lands Council, we have been busy 
implementing our toxics education program, advocating for 
Coeur d’Alene Basin cleanup and meeting with key polluters 
to cleanup the Spokane River Here are some brief updates on 
what we have accomplished in the last  four months:

We met with representatives of Gonzaga Law School 
Legal Clinic to look into ways to protect this community 
from future leaks into our aquifer. Although we did not 
discover legal pathways to pursue the Railroad Refueling 
Depot, we are working with volunteer law students to 
research other potential sources of aquifer pollution that 
may be controllable.

During the summer, we educated over 1500 community 
members about how to reduce their risk of exposure 
to heavy metals and toxic chemicals in the Spokane 
River. Our community educators targeted the Slavic and 
Hispanic populations, as well as the low-income com-
munity.  

Representatives of The Lands Council have worked many 
hours this summer and fall in a collaborative effort with 
business, local government, Washington State Ecology 
and the EPA to address the Spokane River’s water quality 
problems. We hope that in the next month, our partici-
pation in the process will have resulted in an agreement 
between all parties that will lead towards cleanup!

The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) released an 
important report validating the efforts of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to clean up toxic mine wastes 
in the Coeur d’Alene Basin. If anything, the report states 
that the EPA can do even more to protect human and 
environmental health in the Basin. Members of The 
Lands Council’s Water Watch Committee spoke out at the 
Cd’A Basin Cleanup Commission meeting in Spokane in 
August, asking the Commission to take action to imple-
ment some of the proposed cleanup improvements 
outlined in the NAS report.

Thank you for supporting these important projects – we couldn’t 
have accomplished all this without you! To get involved in our 
Water Watch projects, please contact Amber Waldref, Water 
Watch Coordinator, at awaldref@landscouncil.org or 
838-4912.

 Wastewater

 Watershed management
 Dam operations
 Water use and Aquifer
 Mining waste cleanup

 Conservation and Re-Use

By 
Accomplishments

By 
Accomplishments

Amber Waldref
Accomplishments

Amber Waldref
Accomplishments

By Mike Petersen

Thank you Katrina for all of your help with our newsletter! 
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The Lands Council’s membership appreciation Luau was 
held in September at the home of Bart and Lindell Haggin.  
We would like to express our gratitude to Bart and Lindell 
for offering their beautiful home, hospitality and donations 
for this event on the Little Spokane River!  Thank you, also, 
to Tom Keefe, Don Hamilton and Lorna St. John for the 
donation of the exceptional luau food donation of the exceptional luau food 
and their time spent on preparing and their time spent on preparing 
and roasting all day long!  Thanks toand roasting all day long!  Thanks to
Jane and Julian for supplying the
 tables and to everyone who came  tables and to everyone who came 
and enjoyed the company of TLC 
members!

RECENT HAPPENINGS

Spokane 
River 

Cleanup

Dana 
Lyons’ 

TLC Benefit at 

Center Stage

Membership Appreciation Luau

Dana Lyons performed fun and lively music to a crowd of 
The Lands Council’s members and friends at CenterStage 
on September 21st!  Dana’s best known song, Cows with 
Guns was a huge hit with the crowd. His delightfully tal-
ented songwriting kept the crowd laughing and highly 
entertained! Thank you, Dana, and all of our members who 
attended this fundraising event for The Lands Council!  

The Third Annual Spokane River Cleanup was a huge 
success! A record-breaking 525 citizens showed up this 
year in High Bridge Park to clean up various spots along 
the Spokane River. The Lands Council co-sponsored the 
event and recruited over 30 people to participate in our 
group. We also helped organize recycling this year, which 
included 400 pounds of glass! All totaled, everyone in the 
event gathered 9.38 tons of trash and hauled it away from 
the Spokane River. Thanks to everyone who volunteered 
and we’ll see you again next year!

Two volunteers assist Russ Nobbs and Kitty Klitzke with the recycling Two volunteers assist Russ Nobbs and Kitty Klitzke with the recycling 
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Mike Petersen and Dana LyonsMike Petersen and Dana Lyons



www.landscouncil.org • 5 

In 1989, after losing her husband and undergoing treatment for metastatic breast cancer, Lavinia Holmquist bought Betts 
Meadows: 140 acres of drained swampland fifty miles north of Spokane on the south slope of Chewelah Peak. Lavinia and her 
son, Gunnar, worked for years to restore the wetland and fought alongside The Lands Council to stop a logging sale and protect 
the 5,000 acres of unlogged, unroaded U.S. National Forest land comprising the entire watershed of Betts Meadows.  Lavinia 
survived over twenty years with advanced breast cancer. She wondered if she was given extra time on this Earth because of her 
meadows restoration project. “The land had its own way and it brought us along with it,” she would say. Lavinia passed away at 
her home in Oakland, CA on June 26th at the age of 78.

Nelle Tobias of McCall, Idaho had a long history of environmental activism. She helped found the Idaho Conservation League, 
spoke up in public meetings, wrote letters to congressmen, and wrote checks for environmental causes. In part because of 
Tobias, Congress preserved Hells Canyon, Gospel Hump, the Sawtooth National Recreation Area and the Frank Church-River 
of No Return Wilderness. Nelle Tobias died April 30th in McCall, 11 days short of her 99th birthday.

The Lands Council is honored that both Nelle and Lavinia remembered TLC in their estates. If you would like to support The Lands Council 
in your estate planning, or would like to know more about joining the Legacy Circle, contact Amber Waldref, Development Coordinator, at 
awaldref@landscouncil.org or 838-4912.

Two Wild Women
Earlier this year, two of The Lands 
Council’s longtime Legacy Circle 

donors passed away. 
Lavinia Holmquist and Nelle Tobias 
were great supporters of TLC’s work 
to protect our national forests. Both 

of them will be greatly missed!
Lavinia HolmquistLavinia HolmquistNelle TobiasNelle Tobias

Welcome Jamie Barsana!

Gonzaga University student, Jamie Barsana, is our 

Washington State work-study intern this fall!  Jamie is 

working on a Public Relations major and will be help-

ing us with prepare for our Annual Auction on April 22, h prepare for our Annual Auction on April 22, 

2006.  She also worked on The Lands Council’s Busi-

ness Breakfast, held on September 27th at Europa.  

Welcome Jamie!

Despite Forest Service research documenting the adverse 
effects of snowmobiling activity on caribou, and without 
the research and documentation required of logging and 
mining activities for potential effects on our public water-
sheds, the Forest Service has encouraged snowmobile use 
in the Caribou Recovery Area. 

Because of these violations of the Endangered Species Act, 
The Lands Council, along with other area conservation 
groups fi led suit in federal court.  This does not suggest 
that snowmobiles should be illegal; it asks for a minuscule 
yet necessary fragment of US federal land to be managed 
as a rare wild resource, unique to our country, and precious 
to endangered caribou.  

continued from page one...

Caribou Habitat Threatened
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Highlighting an antiquated mining law, The Lands Council 
staked a claim on October 6th at the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management Blackwell Island Recreation area, within a few 
yards of a boat launch area. KHQ-6, the Spokesman Review 
and Coeur d’Alene press all did favorable stories.  

The 1872 Mining Law does not safeguard clean water 
or natural areas from the ravages of hardrock mining, 
it makes mining the highest priority over all other uses. 
The law, which governs mining on all federal land, hasn’t 
been updated since the days when miners with mules and 
pickaxes fi rst struck gold in the mid-19th century.  Modern 
hardrock mining often involves huge  open pits and the use 
of tons of toxic chemicals.

Mining is increasingly in confl ict with other important land 
uses. In a properly fi led and maintained claim, miningwould 
have precedence over existing uses, including recreation, 
as in the case of the boat launch at Blackwell Island.  The 
Lands Council plans to pay for the claim and maintain it as 
part of a campaign called the Mine all Mine Citizen Mining 
Company. The claim can be maintained indefi nitely with a 
minor amount of work.  We may move our claim to another 
location on Lake Coeur d’Alene but the point was clear that 
this 133-year-old law no longer makes sense.

The mining industry claims that they are the most heavily 
environmentally regulated industry in the world today.  
This runs contrary to the evidence that mine tailing spills, 
acid mine drainage and contaminated creeks throughout 
the West create a heavy fi nancial liability that the public is 
often forced to pay for.

Mine All Mine

Mike Petersen and Tania Ellersick  staking the claim

By Mike Petersen
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The Lands Council’s Annual Holiday Gathering
Lorinda Knight Gallery
523 W. Sprague Avenue, Spokane 

Wednesday, December 7th - 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, December 7th - 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, December 7th - 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Join us for holiday cheer with drinks and light fare at the Lorinda Knight Gallery as we honor our individual                                                                                          Join us for holiday cheer with drinks and light fare at the Lorinda Knight Gallery as we honor our individual                                                                                          Join us for holiday cheer with drinks and light fare at the Lorinda Knight Gallery as we honor our individual                                                                                          Join us for holiday cheer with drinks and light fare at the Lorinda Knight Gallery as we honor our individual                                                                                          Join us for holiday cheer with drinks and light fare at the Lorinda Knight Gallery as we honor our individual                                                                                          Join us for holiday cheer with drinks and light fare at the Lorinda Knight Gallery as we honor our individual                                                                                          

         and business donors this holiday season.  

Enjoy the work of artists Wendy Franklund Miller and Lisa Nappa. Enjoy the work of artists Wendy Franklund Miller and Lisa Nappa. 

Peruse the mezzanine and see the works of many local artists! 

Come meet The Lands Council’s Board members and staff and bring a friend who might be Come meet The Lands Council’s Board members and staff and bring a friend who might be Come meet The Lands Council’s Board members and staff and bring a friend who might be 

interested in becoming a member of The Lands Council!  Happy Holidays!interested in becoming a member of The Lands Council!  Happy Holidays!interested in becoming a member of The Lands Council!  Happy Holidays!

For more informaFor more information please contact Debbie Boswell at (509) 838-4912 or dboswell@landscouncil.org912 or dboswell@landscouncil.org
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On May 5, the Bush administration repealed the widely supported Roadless Area 
Conservation Rule, opening nearly sixty-million acres of America’s last wild National 
Forests to logging, road construction, mining, oil exploration, and other forms of 
development. 

Under the new policy, if governors wish to have roadless areas within their state 
protected, they must complete a burdensome petition process and fi le their 
recommendations with political appointees at the Department of Agriculture. 
The federal government is free to accept, modify or reject these petitions, while 
elected offi cials and citizens outside those states will have no say at all about the 
fate of these shared national treasures.

Conservationists throughout the country are joining together to fi le an offi cial 
petition with the Bush administration to demand the reinstatement of the 2001 
rule. We believe that:

America’s last roadless National Forests belong to each and every American and all 
our remaining roadless areas should be protected, completely and permanently 
through reinstatement of the Roadless Area Conservation Rule of 2001.

Join the Petition
If you agree with the statement above, please to join your fellow Americans and 
sign the petition TODAY at:  http://www.net.org/petition.php?partner=TLC
It’s quick, easy, and can help ensure our pristine National Forests remain wild for 
future generations. 

A petition with all of the signatures will be presented 
to President Bush and the Department of Agriculture. 
Additionally, a copy of the petition will be delivered to 
your Governor.

Thank you for your continued support!

Mike Petersen

Roadless Area Call to Action

Please Save the Date for our next auction 
on Earth Day, April 22, 2006!

Wild Rockies 
Rendezvous

Twenty-one groups from all over Wash-Twenty-one groups from all over Wash-T
ington, Idaho, and Montana attended 
the annual Wild Rockies Rendezvous 
on the weekend of September 23. 
Twelve adults and three kids went on 
behalf of The Lands Council, includ-
ing staff, contract employees, a board 
member, volunteers and members. We 
camped in wet tents on the banks of 
the Lochsa River.

Howie Wolke kicked the weekend off, 
getting us fi red up with a talk on wil-
derness. There were facilitated discus-
sions, panels and round tables about 
defining wilderness, building the 
movement,  and  forest restoration.  

Although it rained nearly the entire 
time and we were all soaking wet, 
we managed to learn a lot and even 
have a little fun. Mike Bader and Dana 
Lyons provided entertainment in the 
evenings and Seeds of Peace provided 
all of our  meals, keeping our bellies 
full of camp-style vegetarian food the 
entire weekend. This was, above all, a 
great opportunity for us to meet and 
network with many of the other groups 
that we work with. We all left refreshed 
and ready to GET BACK TO WORK!

Carole King, Carole King, llong time activist and famous singer  ong time activist and famous singer  
agreed to pose for a photo with a slightly star-
struck employee of The Lands Council and her 
son, Seth

By Lisa Logan
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Mountain Gear is hosting the Spokane stop of the Banff Mountain Film Festival World Tour at the Met and has invited The Lands 
Council to host the bake sale during the festival. TLC will be receiving all bake sale proceeds! Thomas Hammer will be donating 
the coffee. We still need more volunteers to provide the baked goods and work during the event. Contact Lisa Logan to volun-
teer at (509) 838-4912 or llogan@landscouncil.org.

One of the most prestigious fi lm festivals in the world, the tour has hit the road, with showings in more than 250 communities 
and 25 countries across the globe. This year’s tour features a collection of the most inspiring and thought-provoking active, 
environmental, and adventure fi lms. The Banff Mountain Film Festival World Tour features award-winning fi lms and audience 
favorites from approximately 300 fi lms entered in the annual festival in Banff.

Friday and Saturday, shows begin at 7:30 pm and Sunday shows start at 3:00 pm. For tickets, contact Mountain Gear at 325-
9000. Ticket prices are $12.00 per show or $32.00 for all three days.
Friday and Saturday, shows begin at 7:30 pm and Sunday shows start at 3:00 pm. For tickets, contact Mountain Gear at 325-
9000. Ticket prices are $12.00 per show or $32.00 for all three days.
Friday and Saturday, shows begin at 7:30 pm and Sunday shows start at 3:00 pm. For tickets, contact Mountain Gear at 325-

Banff Mountain Film Festival 
November 18th, 19th & 20th

The Lands Council Still Needs Volunteer Bakers and Event Volunteers!

Hayduke Live! Doug Peacock: on stage, in person!
7 pm Thursday, November 10, 2005

______________________________________________________

Metropolitan Theater, 901 W. Sprague, Spokane
$10 general admission tickets help support Get Lit! 2006. 

Get Lit! 2006 festival passes go on sale at this event.

Doug Peacock, the original George Washington Hayduke in Ed Abbey’s 
environmental classic The Monkey Wrench Gang, will lead off the Get Lit! 
2006 literary season with stories from Walking It Off, his recently published 
account of his life of epic personalities, traumatizing war, grizzly bears, and 
wildassadventures. Doug Peacock will take questions from the audience at 
the end of his presentation and will be available to autograph his new book. 
Sponsored by: Eastern Washington University Press, Auntie’s Bookstore, Out 
ThereMagazine, and The Lands Council. 

Tickets are available for purchase at Aunties, EWU Campus Bookstore, The Lands Council, Vanderford’s Bookstore 
(Sandpoint) and at the door. For more information, please call 509-623-4262 or email ewupress@mail.ewu.edu.


