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By Mike Petersen

TheTheT  cleanup and restoration of the Spokane Riverhe cleanup and restoration of the Spokane Riverhe   took another  cleanup and restoration of the Spokane River  took another  cleanup and restoration of the Spokane River
step forward in January when the Department of Ecology released 
a draft of their “Managed Implementation Plan” Almost a year ago 
The Lands Council and Spokane Chamber of Commerce met with 
Governor Gregoire with a plan to bring everyone to the table to 
resolve the complex cleanup issue.  We believe that an agreement 
is close.  The past year has seen dozens of technical and policy 
meetings about every nuance of phosphorous removal, and an 
awakening awareness that a solution was possible if everyone 
stepped back and looked at the entire watershed.  Now a phos-
phate ban on dishwasher soap and fertilizers is being seriously 
considered, several promising wastewater technologies have been 
piloted in Spokane and the once contentious meetings are now 
focused on success. A special thanks goes to Jeff Selle at the Cham-
ber of Commerce for working with The Lands Council, and Spokane 
County Commissioner Todd Mielke for leading the negotiations 
and organizing town meetings to explore a phosphorous ban.

Elements of the plan will include state of the art wastewater treat-
ment at the plant near Riverside State Park – reducing phospho-
rous and other pollutants by over 90 percent.  A new permit for 
Spokane County will include conservation, re-use of treated water, 
and strict phosphorous limits on their planned treatment plant. 
Septic tanks in Spokane Valley and other areas will be replaced 
with sewer lines and a program to reduce non-point sources of 
pollution in tributaries such as Latah Creek and the Little Spokane 
River will be funded by the wastewater dischargers. Some of the 
Idaho dischargers are participating, but it remains to be seen how 
Idaho will participate.

Take Action Today!
Help protect the Spokane 
River by supporting local and 
state bans on phosphorus-
containing products.

State Actions: Contact your 
Washington State Senators and 
Representative and urge them 
to support House Bill 2322, to 
ban dishwasher detergents 
that contain more than 0.5% 
phosphorus. 

State Legislative Hotline
(800) 562-6000

Local Actions: Spokane County, 
the City of Spokane, and other 
local municipalities will be con-
sidering a similar ban on lawn 
fertilizers and dishwashing 
detergents containing phos-
phorus.  Contact your mayor 
and city council members today 
about enacting a ban on these 
products!

City of Spokane
Mayor Dennis Hession

dhession@spokanecity.org
(509) 625-6255

City of Spokane Valley 
Mayor Diana Wilhite

dwilhite@spokanevalley.org
(509) 921-1000

Personal Actions: Help now 
by changing your habits. Many 
stores, such as Rosauers, Huck-
leberry’s, Albertsons and Target 
carry zero phosphorus dish-
washer detergents, including 
Seventh Generation, Ecover and 
Wave. Or, contact a Melaleuca 
representative about Diamond 
Brite. 

Additionally, don’t use phos-
phate fertilizer on your lawn. If 
you  need some on the fi rst fer-
tilizing of a new lawn, mulch & 
mow, so the fertilizer is recycled 
into your lawn.  If you live on a 
lake or river, don’t plant lawn up 
to the edge of the water.  Keep 
a buffer of shrubs to protect 
the water!

Volunteer/Outreach 
Coordinator, Kitty 

Klitzke and The Lands 
Council use phos-

phate free dishwash-
ing detergent! 

Read more about our 
volunteer campaign 

to reduce waste in our 
area on page 4.



2 • The Lands Council

FOREST WATCH

report, 13 of them would amend existing statutory law, including 
re-writing key defi nitions within NEPA.

NEPA saves time and money in the long run by reducing con-
troversy, building consensus, and ensuring that a project is 
done right the fi rst time.  The recommendations would place 
signifi cant restrictions on a citizen’s ability to participate in 

the public process and to challenge 
an agency’s decision-making process, 
which would unfairly tip the balance in 
favor of business interests rather than 
keeping the playing fi eld even for all 
parties concerned.

NEPA is also the guarantee that Ameri-
cans affected by a major federal action 
will get the best information about its 
impacts on our community, a choice of 
good design alternatives to minimize 
damage, and the right to have our 
voice heard before the government 
makes a   fi nal decision.

We do agree that there is a need to improve NEPA implementa-
tion. Requiring monitoring of project impacts, improving man-
agement oversight, and making mitigation promises mandatory 
are all good ideas that should be considered and do not require 
amending NEPA.

The Lands Council’s work in the Northeast Washington Forestry 
Coalition has proven that public participation can allow diverse 
interests to fi nd common ground on resource management. 
NEPA is a good law because it requires agencies to listen to all 
citizens, not just those who stand to profi t from the project.

The Assault on NEPAThe Assault on NEPAT
Why You Should Understand This Vital LawUnderstand This Vital LawU By Mike Petersen

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is the most impor-
tant environmental law that most Americans have never heard 
of.  Signed into law in 1973, it requires the government to “look 
before it leaps.”  Major federal projects must be reviewed for 
the environmental and public health impacts.  If the damage 
will be signifi cant, alternative designs must be investigated to 
minimize damage and these options must be shared with the 
public.  By making sure that the public 
is informed and that alternatives are 
considered, NEPA has stopped many 
unwise and harmful projects and made 
countless projects better. 

The Congressional NEPA Task Force, 
chaired by Eastern Washington Rep-
resentative Cathy McMorris (R), has 
released a draft report of fi ndings and 
recommendations that weaken public 
participation and oversight for federal 
projects such as timber sales and trans-
portation projects. The NEPA Task Force 
hearings and report recommendations 
are part of a plan by Representative 
Richard Pombo (R-CA) and other pro-industry members of 
Congress to weaken NEPA under the guise of “improving and 
updating” the Act.  Reps. Pombo, McMorris and others have met 
with industry and stated their intention to change the law and 
its regulations, likely this year.

Ten former members of the Council on Environmental Quality 
- representing both political parties - and more than 200 law 
professors have said that NEPA does not need any legislative 
changes. Despite this, the draft recommendations seek to sig-
nifi cantly weaken the law.  Of the 22 proposals in the draft

For a copy of the Congressional 
NEPA Task Force report: 

http://resourcescommittee.
house.gov/nepataskforce.htm

The Lands Council and other conservation groups won an 
important victory in court at the end of the year when District 
Court Judge Robert Whaley issued an injunction that will reduce 
snowmobile intrusion into caribou recovery areas by stopping 
trail grooming this winter.

Has this shut down snowmobiling in the Selkirk Mountains of 
North Idaho? No, approximately 251 miles of snowmobile trails 
occur in the caribou recovery area within the IPNF every winter, 
77 miles of which are groomed trails, and over 50,200 acres of 
play areas exist within the caribou recovery zone. An additional 
791 miles of snowmobile routes exist in the Selkirks region out-
side the IPNF, including an additional 486 miles of groomed trails 
and another 125,000 acres of play areas.  This means that less 
than a third of the trail miles and acres are affected by the 

Court Injunction Slows Snowmobile Intrusions 
Into Caribou Habitat By Mike Petersen

decision to not groom snowmobile trails this winter.

The US Fish and Wildlife Service, in their 2001 Biological Opinion 
said: Winter recreation, particularly snowmobiling, is quickly 
becoming a signifi cant threat to caribou, both through direct 
harassment and indirectly by potentially precluding caribou use 
of historic habitats and travel corridors. Snowmobile activity 
continues to rapidly expand throughout caribou habitat, and 
the existing standards are not specifi c enough to clearly address 
this growing problem. Protection of suitable habitat and travel 
corridors is essential to ensure that caribou have unrestricted 
access to available habitat. The 2001 Biological Opinion said 
that the Idaho Panhandle National Forest must develop a 
comprehensive recreational strategy for snowmobiles, which 
was never done.
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Council still show a strong need for public education on the 
river’s toxic hazards, the most recent survey also shows a 
dramatic rise in awareness due to the organization’s outreach 
efforts. For instance, only 1% of Hispanics surveyed in 2004 knew 
about Spokane River toxics. In 2005, 19% of Hispanics surveyed 
had knowledge of river contamination and almost all had been 
reached through efforts of The Lands Council’s outreach. The 
Slavic community’s understanding of toxics in the river has 
also grown because of the work of Tatyana Bistrevsky, TLC’s 
outreach contractor. In 2004, 27% of recent Slavic immigrants 
to the Spokane area had knowledge of contamination in the 
river. That percentage rose to almost 50% in 2005 survey data 
due to her efforts.

Although knowledge of heavy metals and PCBs 
in the Spokane River is growing within these 
immigrant communities, and many families state 
that they no longer fi sh in the river, 8-10% of those 
surveyed continue to put themselves at risk by 
eating fi sh from the river. Of concern is the health 
of low-income and homeless people in Spokane, 
who use the river more than any other popula-
tion surveyed by TLC to date. TLC surveys show 
that 15% of low-income people surveyed at area 
shelters and service centers eat fi sh from the river. 
Only half of those surveyed had received previous 
information about health risks from exposure to 
toxics.

Slowly but surely, progress is being made to 
reach the populations who do not have access 
to mainstream media sources. Moreover, adds 
Amber Waldref, The Lands Council’s Water Watch 
Coordinator, “we are building relationships with 
people whom we hope will become advocates 
with us for cleaning up the Spokane-Coeur d’Alene 
Watershed.”

WATER WATCH

Spreading the Word on River Pollutants
Casual observers can’t see the hidden hazards that lurk in 
many of the nation’s waterways due to a legacy of industrial 
and mining pollution. Regrettably, the Spokane River is one 
such place. 

“Most people in Spokane know not to eat the fi sh in the Spokane 
River due to the high content of heavy metals and chemicals 
called PCBs,” says Kitty Klitzke, Outreach Coordinator for The 
Lands Council. “But many newcomers to Spokane who are used 
to sustenance fi shing may not know the dangers of eating fi sh 
from the river – it’s our job to make sure they know the risks.”
For the past two years The Lands Council has worked with two 
Washington state agencies, the Department of Ecology and 
the Department of Health, to try to fi nd people who are most 
at risk to water-borne PCBs and heavy metals, alert them to the 
potential health hazards, and educate them on ways to limit their 
exposures. The outreach effort, which includes educators fl uent 
in Spanish, Hmong and Slavic languages, focuses on recent 
immigrants and others who are more likely to use the river for 
subsistence needs. While surveys conducted by The Lands 

Mike LaScuola from the Mike LaScuola from the Spokane Regional Health District and Tatyana Bistrevsky demon-Spokane Regional Health District and Tatyana Bistrevsky demon-
strate proper fi sh cleaning technique to Slavic community members as a vital part of TLC’s 
toxics outreach work

To learn more about The Lands Council’s 
Water Toxics Program, 

contact Amber Waldref at 509-838-4912 or 
awaldref@landscouncil.org.

The Lands Council recently lost a dear member – Dr. Channing Bowen, who passed 
away on December 6, 2005. “Chan” Bowen was a lifelong outdoor enthusiast who 
loved playing tennis, skiing, backpacking, river rafting and traveling. He founded the 
Spokane Pediatric Group, which later merged with the Rockwood Clinic. He was active 
in the Unitarian Church of Spokane and many local groups. Many thanks to Chan’s 
family—especially his widow, Jane -- for suggesting charitable gifts be made in his 
memory to The Lands Council.  We are most grateful for the gifts we have received, 
but most of all for the wonderful gifts and talents Chan shared with all of us.

MEMBER NEWS
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As part of our outreach in 2006, The Lands Council 
will be offering re-usable shopping bags made with 
certifi ed 100% post consumer waste recycled plastic. 
Volunteers have lovingly stenciled our logo onto these 
“action bags” and fi lled them with useful information, 
including statistics on plastic bags, how to get into the 
habit of re-using bags, info on phosphates and water 
quality, a sample of phosphate free dish detergent, 
and more. Starting in March these bags will be avail-
able for purchase for $15.

Through this program, we hope to promote a lifestyle 
that is consistent with the goals of The Lands Council 
and engage the local community in a tangible way 
that will directly impact our local and global envi-
ronment by reducing both waste and our demand 
for paper. Reducing our reliance on forest products 
and products that come from other kinds of resource 
extraction on public lands will decrease consumer 
demand for them and will ultimately aid us in protect-
ing those lands and keeping them wild. 

We hope that the proceeds from these bags will allow 
us to expand this project into other areas of The Lands 
Council lifestyle, one that is consistent with our Earth 
Day theme of “Our Choices Make a World of Differ-
ence.”  The next step we hope to take in this project, 
with the cooperation of local coffee shops, is a coffee 
cup reduction program. If you would like more infor-
mation on this program or some of our bag brochures 
please contact Kitty Klitzke at kklitzke@landscouncil.
org, or call us at (509) 838-4912.

The Lands 
Council Launches a 

New Waste 
Reduction Campaign

Volunteer Steve Llewellyn, a retired 
University High School history teacher 
and girls’ cross country coach, has 
already started working toward this 
goal by educating cashiers where 
he shops. Everytime Steve makes a 
purchase, he asks the cashier not to 

automatically give him a bag, but to ask him if he has one 
from now on! His goal is to get every cashier to ask before 
they bag, thereby giving the customer the opportunity to 
use their own bag, or do without. He encourages cashiers 
to remind the public that there is an alternative to taking 
a disposable bag with every purchase they make. Way to 
go, Steve!

The Lands Council is lucky to have three dedicated 
volunteers from Lewis and Clark High School: Alexi 
Sage, Austin Little, and Anna Dunn.  These posi-
tive, fl exible volunteers have been with us since 
early in the school year and have helped us with 
practically everything that has come up while they 
were in the offi ce.  We rely heavily on volunteers 
at The Lands Council and these students are really 
making an impact.  They deserve our thanks!

April 22nd is Earth Day!

Please join us in Riverfront Park from 11 am to 3 pm. 
We are building on the momentum of last year’s 
hugely successful Earth Day Celebration! Our goal is 
to increase attendance and make this year’s Earth Day 
even better.  Please help us make Earth Day a big deal 
in Spokane! Several things will be bigger and better 
this year:

Expanded entertainment selection 
More educational booths in the park 

Environmental Film Festival in City Hall

Earth Day in Riverfront Park
“Our Choices Make a World of Difference.”

To help with the planning and execution of 
our Earth Day celebration, please contact 
Kitty Klitzke at kklitzke@landscouncil.
org, or call us at (509) 838-4912.

Welcoming Three 
Wonderful Volunteers
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS BALLOT

Please Remove and Return by February 24!
Dear The Lands Council Member:

This is your offi cial ballot for the 2006 Lands Council’s Board of Directors election.  All candidates are in compliance with the 
demographic criteria established by TLC’s Bylaws.  Our recommendation is to vote for all 16 nominees.

Please remove this page and return it to The Lands Council. Please indicate your support by placing an X in the box that 
votes for all nominees OR place an X in the individual box next to his/her name.  Ballot must returned by fax or mailed to The 
Lands Council and received by February 24, 2006 to be valid.

The Lands Council 2006 Board Nominees

      MY VOTE IS FOR ALL NOMINEES

      Rein Attemann, Seattle
      Rob Benedetti, M.D., Spokane
      Paul Fish, Spokane 
      Bart Haggin, Spokane
      James R. Harless, Spokane
      Jeff Hedge, D.O.,  Spokane
      Jim Hollingsworth, Veradale
      Anne Martin, Spokane
      David Moershel, M.D., Spokane
      Judge Jim Murphy, Spokane
      Richard Myers, Spokane
      Michael Schnell, Spokane
      Janice Simchuk, Spokane
      Tim Spellman, Spokane
      Tim Sweet, Spokane
      Caroline Woodwell, Spokane

Please print your fi rst and last name: _________________________________(required)

Please sign your name: ___________________________________(required)

Please note your name and signature are required as a control measure.
Your vote will be held in strict confi dence.  

If you have any questions, send email to mpetersen@landscouncil.org. Thank you.

Mark your ballot, fax it to (509) 838-5155 or mail it to:

The Lands Council
423 W. 1st Ave Ste 240

Spokane WA  99201

      MY VOTE IS FOR ALL NOMINEES

      James R. Harless, Spokane
      Bart Haggin, Spokane
      Paul Fish, Spokane 
      Rob Benedetti, M.D., Spokane
      Rein Attemann, Seattle

      Judge Jim Murphy, Spokane
      David Moershel, M.D., Spokane
      Anne Martin, Spokane
      Jim Hollingsworth, Veradale
      Jeff Hedge, D.O.,  Spokane

      Janice Simchuk, Spokane
      Michael Schnell, Spokane
      Richard Myers, Spokane

      Tim Sweet, Spokane
      Tim Spellman, Spokane

      Caroline Woodwell, Spokane
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The Lands Council
423 West First Avenue, Suite 240
Spokane, Washington 99201
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The Lands Council Sincerely Appre-
ciates the Support of the Following 
Foundations and Agencies in 2005

American Rivers, Inc.
Bullitt Foundation

Bureau of Land Management
Deer Creek Foundation

Harder Foundation
Laird Norton Foundation

Lazar Foundation
Mountaineers Foundation

National Forest Foundation
New Priorities Foundation

Northwest Fund for the Environment
Patagonia, Inc.

REI 
WA State Department of Ecology

Wilburforce Foundation

Thanks to our generous individual and business member donors, 
Earth Share of Washington and United Way Campaign donors e of Washington and United Way Campaign donors e of
who gave to The Lands Council in 2005.  We couldn’t do it without 
your caring, generous support of our work to protect the forests, 
waters and wildlife in the Inland Northwest.

New President 
Caroline Woodwell

The Lands Council is happy to 
announce our new President 
of the Board of Directors, Caro-
line Woodwell. Originally from 
the northeast, Caroline came, 
most recently, from Bozeman, 
Montana where she was Devel-
opment Director at the Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition.  She has 
experience in both fundrais-
ing and conservation, having 
worked in land conservation in 
New York for many years and in 

land use planning in Maine before that.  She 
now works as an independent consultant 
in fundraising and program development 
for non-profi ts and foundations.  She and 
her husband, Chris DeForest, and son, John 
Elliot, live in Spokane.  Caroline has been 
on TLC’s board since July of 2002 working 
tirelessly on our Forest Watch and Develop-
ment committees.

Caroline would like to express her gratitude 
to David Moershel, M.D., past president.  As 
board President for two years, Dave brought 
vision and insight to The Lands Council.  
Under his leadership the organization took 
on several bold initiatives and won:  the 
Iron Honey lawsuit, which set a precedent 
for protection of old growth on our national 
forests; a new education program about 
toxics in the Spokane River for underserved 
communities who rely on the river for their 
livelihood; and successful collaboration with 
new allies in the long-term effort to protect 
our watershed.  An enormous thank you, 
Dave, from all of us -- members, board, and 
staff -- for your leadership, your thoughtful-
ness, and your good humor.

New President 

News From the News From the 
Board of DirectorsBoard of Directors

Welcome New Board 
Member 

Tim Spellman
Tim Spellman, JD,  is an Associ-
ate Counsel with Kaufman and 
Associates Inc. (KAI)  providing 
research and analysis on Federal 
law and policy. Tim joined KAI 
in 2001 as a Gonzaga Student 
Intern and returned to KAI as 
a staff member in 2004.  His 
work focuses on health care, 
energy, environmental, and 

federal procurement issues. Tim is an honors 
graduate of Gonzaga University School of 
Law, and holds a degree in Economics from 
Washington State University. Tim is a member 
of the Washington State Bar Association.   He 
was also research director for the Barbieri for 
Congress campaign.  Welcome, Tim!

Tim Spellman, JD,  is an Associ-
ate Counsel with Kaufman and 
Associates Inc. (KAI)  providing 
research and analysis on Federal 
law and policy. Tim joined KAI 
in 2001 as a Gonzaga Student 
Intern and returned to KAI as 
a staff member in 2004.  His 
work focuses on health care, 
energy, environmental, and 

federal procurement issues. Tim is an honors 

Workplace giving is a way that employees donate to charitable 
organizations of their choice. These donations let The Lands 
Council spend less time fundraising and more time working 
toward a healthier environment.

How to Give at Your Workplace:

·Corporate workplaces:  If your employer includes Earth Share 
of Washington in your workplace giving campaign, write in The 
Lands Council as a specifi c designation on your payroll pledge 
form.

·United Way Campaigns: If we are not listed in your workplace 
giving campaign, designate The Lands Council in the “Specifi c 
Organization” or “donor option” section of your pledge form. 
Ask your campaign coordinator how to do this if it is not clear.

·Government workplaces: If you work for one of the many 
government agencies in our area, you can find The Lands 
Council listed in the campaign catalog.  List our code number 
on your payroll pledge form. If your agency has no catalog, ask 
your campaign coordinator how to designate your gift to The 
Lands Council.

Two ways you can give to The Lands Council through your 
workplace giving campaign:

·Payroll Deduction – the most popular, easiest way to support 
The Lands Council year-round, instruct your employer to deduct 
a certain amount from your paycheck each pay period.  

·One-time payroll deduction – instruct your employer to 
deduct a single amount from one paycheck, or simply write 
a personal check to The Lands Council and present it to your 
workplace giving campaign manager.

The Lands Council is a member of Earth Share of Washington, 
an alliance of 70 leading conservation and environmental 
organizations.  By partnering with businesses and government 
agencies, Earth Share of Washington inspires employees to 
support the environment through workplace giving campaigns 
and volunteerism.  

Visit www.esw.org to fi nd out more. 

Earth Share of  Washington
Workplace Giving

The Lands Council is happy to 
announce our new President 
of the Board of Directors, Caro-
line Woodwell. Originally from 
the northeast, Caroline came, 
most recently, from Bozeman, 
Montana where she was Devel-
opment Director at the Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition.  She has 
experience in both fundrais-
ing and conservation, having 
worked in land conservation in 
New York for many years and in 
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Washington residents who care about 
the environment can be justifiably 
thankful to Senator Maria Cantwell, who 
led an impressive victory for caribou 
and the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, 
stopping attempts to drill for oil in the 
midst of caribou calving grounds.  

Senator Cantwell has also been a strong 
supporter of 58 million acres of wild, 
roadless forests, and has introduced a 
bill in the Senate to legislatively protect 
the roadless parts of our National Forest 
system.  Roadless protection has been 
very contentious. The Clinton Adminis-
tration went through a three year public 
process that had more than two million 
Americans writing in support of road-
less protection only to see it dumped 
by the current Administration. Sena-
tor Cantwell’s bill would permanently 
legislate protection from road building 
and logging on the roadless parts of the 
National Forest system.

Contact Senator Cantwell to 
express your appreciation 

for her great work!

U.S. Federal Courthouse 

West 920 Riverside, Suite 697 

Spokane, WA 99201 

Phone: (509) 353-2507  
Fax: (509) 353-2547 

To Email Senator Cantwell, visit 
http://cantwell.senate.gov/contact/

index.cfm

Special ThanksSpecial ThanksS
to Senator 

Maria Cantwell

THE LANDS COUNCIL
423 W. First Ave., Suite 240423 W. First Ave., Suite 240423 W. First Ave., Suite 240

 Spokane, Washington 99201

509.838.4912, fax: 509.838.5155
e-mail: tlc@landscouncil.org
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Volunteer
We need reliable, outgoing volunteers 
to assist with coordinating our auction. 
Some of the tasks involved are coordinat-
ing other volunteers, phone calling, pick-
ing up auction items, data entry, creating 
item displays and descriptions, setup, 
check in, check out, and check in, check out, and check cleanup.

Attend either of our fi rst 
auction volunteer meetings:

February 14th at 12:00 pm  
February 15th at 5:30 pm

Become an Underwriter
Contact us by February 15th to discuss 
the benefi ts of underwriting our annual 
auction and dinner! A variety of under-
writing levels are available.

Save the Date!
The Lands Council’s 11th Annual Auction and Dinner

Saturday, April 22 at 5:00 pm 
at Decades in the Spokane Valley

There are several ways to get involved with our biggest fundraising event of the year!

Donate Auction Items
The deadline for item donations is March 
17th. Donating an item to our auction is 
a great way to show your support of The 
Lands Council. All donors are listed in the 
auction program and catalog.

Attend or Host a Table
We have some exciting items already and 
are expecting many more! 

Come place your bids for a team auto-
graphed Gonzaga University basket-
ball, a hybrid car, beautiful artwork 
and great trips!

Let your interested friends, family and 
associates know about this wonderful 
evening and consider hosting a table. 

To volunteer, underwrite, donate or reserve your table now, 
please contact Lisa Logan at llogan@landscouncil.org or (509) 838-4912

Many Thanks To Our 2006 Auction Underwriters!

Emerson 
KennedyKennedy

Washington Trust Bank

Boswell Law Firm

Decades

Don Barbieri


