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SAVE THE DATE
04.18.15

The Lands Council’s 
20th Annual Auction, 
April Showers

Saturday, April 18th The Lands Council is  

thrilled to be hosting our 20th Annual Auction, 

April Showers, held once again at Northern  

Quest Casino. 

As The Lands Council’s largest fundraiser of 

the year, the auction directly enables us to 

continue our important conservation work 

protecting the Inland Northwest’s forests, 

waters, and wildlife. Please help us in being 

the voice of conservation in the region by 

attending, inviting, donating or sponsoring 

this important event. 

The event promises hundreds of silent auction 

items, a fun raffle, the dessert dash, and the 

opportunity to bid on one of our exciting live 

auction items.

Enjoy a gluten-free, three course dinner with 

wine pairings from Masselow’s, Spokane’s 

only AAA four diamond rated restaurant. 

Expect another year of unique auction items. 

From a wheelbarrow-o-microbrews, to a 

weekend vacation getaway package, you are 

sure to go home happy. 

The pick-a-card raffle offers guests a chance 

to claim their choice of almost any live 

auction item before others get a chance to 

bid. Think of all of the amazing items you’ll 

choose from for only $20!

A crowd favorite, the Dessert Dash is a 

fun and tasty part of the night, where 

individual tables pool their money to bid 

on a delectable selection of locally made, 

artisan desserts. The table with the highest 

bid amount will “dash” to the dessert table 

first to select from the sweet masterpieces 

available. While your table enjoys their treats 

the live auction will begin. 

Contact Chelsea at (509) 209-2407 to 

purchase tickets or reserve your table.

April Showers 
Wish List 

This year celebrates the 20th 

April Showers auction. This event 

is much anticipated, and has be-

come a staple in the community.  

We put a lot of work into making 

this event as special and fun as 

possible. Please help us in making 

this year’s event a success by:

ATTENDING. April Showers has a 

20-year reputation of being one of 

the best events of the year. Ticket 

prices are only $65 for individuals 

and $450 for a table of 8, which in-

cludes a three course meal, wine, 

and parking- plus great deals on 

hundreds of items. 

SPONSORING. Do you work for 

a company who would benefit 

from being a part of a large-scale, 

well- publicized event like April 

Showers? Sponsorship levels are 

an affordable way to promote your 

business to a great group of local 

members and other business part-

ners, while supporting a meaning-

ful cause.

INVITING. Even the best events 

are better shared with your friends 

and family.  We would love the op-

portunity to share the mission and 

work of The Lands Council with 

you and your community. Please 

invite your friends and family to 

share in this lovely night.

DONATING. The April Showers 

auction never fails to offer an 

exciting line up of live and silent 

auction items. Do you have any of 

these items to donate:

• tickets to gonzaga basket-
ball games, regional sports 
events, symphony, plays or 
other events

• airline miles
• time share vacation 

weekends
• hotel points 
• local getaways 
• hand made items
• art and jewelry
• restaurant gift certificates
• wine
• spa services 
• outdoor gear
• activity passes
• any other great  

auction items

Donate online at landscouncil.

org. To purchase auction tickets, 

reserve a table, donate or find out 

more about sponsorship contact 

Chelsea at (509) 209-2407 or  

cupdegrove@landscouncil.org.



SPRING 2015
Thoughts from our 
Executive Director

On a somewhat warm day in the mid-

dle of December I had the chance to 

float the Spokane River through the 

Bowl and Pitcher, and Devils Toenails 

rapids with friends – the flow was just 

right and we kept pretty warm.  Our 

river is on its way to being one of the 

best and cleanest urban rivers in the 

country and the Lands Council is help-

ing to make that happen! 

This fall we built three storm gardens 

along west Garland street, which 

bring innovative treatment to our city, 

and we look forward to planting native 

species and monitoring their effec-

tiveness this spring. Over the next two 

years a doctoral student will monitor 

the storm gardens effectiveness. We 

are looking forward to working next in 

the Riverton neighborhood northeast 

of downtown.  Our work to restore 

Hangman Creek will also continue  

this year with more sites, and edu-

cational trips through the beautiful 

Hangman Canyon.

Wolves have come back and are sur-

rounding Spokane!  But don’t worry, 

wolves avoid people and a wolf attack 

on a human is extremely rare.  In the 

next few months we will be partnering 

with the Defenders of Wildlife and 

others to raise wolf awareness in Spo-

kane, culminating in a film festival at 

the Bing in April – stay tuned.  

On the National Forests of our region a 

number of unique projects and events 

are helping to move protection of wild 

places and better forest management 

forward. On the Colville National for-

est we helped create an innovative 

approach to restoring a low-elevation 

part of the Colville National Forest – 

known as the A to Z project.  So far the 

contract work has been excellent and 

the impacts analysis is of a very high 

level, using best science.

We are excited that Chelsea Up-

degrove is our new Development  

Director, taking over from Kate Burke, 

who is now head of staff for Sena-

tor Andy Billig  Chelsea first worked 

with us in 2007 as a Lewis and Clark  

High School intern, and she will be 

assisted by our newest staff person, 

Lindsay Box.

I hope to see many of you at our first 

Open House of the year on February 

6th, and be sure to put April 18th in 

your calendar for our 20th Annual 

Auction at Northern Quest Casino!

Mike Petersen | Executive Director

by Mike Petersen
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Last year we told you about an exciting new project that had The Lands 

Council teaming up with the City of Spokane on a pilot project to install 

storm gardens in the Shadle neighborhood. Storm gardens are a great way 

to deal with the pollution load inherent with stormwater; these gardens are 

comprised of native plants and a special soil mix that soaks up stormwa-

ter and remove the pollutants it carries before it reaches our aquifer or the 

Spokane River. Our project is the first in the nation to use biochar, a form of 

activated carbon produced from agriculture waste and filter pollutants.

This past fall The Lands Council, along with some amazing collaborators, 

installed three new storm gardens along consecutive properties on Gar-

land Avenue. It’s no exaggeration to say that we couldn’t have pulled this 

off without our collaborators. Clearwater Summit Group donated time and 

equipment to oversee the installation, Wittkopf Landscaping donated soil for 

the project and hauled excavated materials, and AHBL engineers designed 

the gardens and helped troubleshoot problems in the field as they arose. 

With moments to spare before a cold snap enveloped our region, the three 

gardens were excavated and filled with biochar engineered soil this past 

November. Now our ecologist, Joe Cannon, is choosing a native plant se-

lection that will be both beautiful and durable which we’ll install this spring. 

We’re excited to show the City of Spokane and its citizens that storm gar-

dens are not only cost effective and powerful tools for managing stormwa-

ter, but that they’re also beautiful too! We hope to see these gardens in all of 

Spokane’s neighborhoods in the future. 

If you would like to learn more about stormwater management, and the storm 

garden we’ve installed, contact Amanda Parrish at aparrish@landscouncil.

org, (509) 209-2408.

Storm gardens  
in Shadle

installing storm gardens in the shadle neighborhood

Coal & oil update  
 

The Lands Council is one of the many statewide groups working on community organizing to prevent the dangerous 

coal and oil trains from running through our region.

The Northwest Washington Lummi Tribe are also standing up in solidarity to coal and oil trains. They have asked 

the US Army Corp of Engineers to deny the coal exporting facility at Cherry Point a 404 permit based on their treaty 

rights.  If they are successful, it will be very difficult for the coal train facility to be built. Visit our website to find out 

how to support their efforts. As part of the Environmental Priorities Coalition, field team member Laura Ackerman 

says, “We have two priorities: promoting the Governor’s Cap and Trade Legislation and promoting the Governor’s 

legislation for oil train safety.”

In January, Laura presented on oil legislation at the 2015 Eastern Washington Legislative Conference. To learn more 

on coal and oil trains, please visit our website landscouncil.org. 

“We have two 
priorities: promoting 
the Governor’s Cap 
and Trade Legislation, 
and promoting the 
Governor’s legislation  
for oil train safety.”

Laura Ackerman, Field Team Member 
Environmental Priorities Coalition 

Welcome our new 
staff members

Chelsea Updegrove, Director of 

Development & Communications

Welcome Chelsea Updegrove as 

our new Director of Development 

and Communications. 

Chelsea has a long history with The Lands Council; she was an intern in 

2007 where she helped organize the first ever Lands Council tree planting 

event. A few years later she joined The Lands Council team again as the 

summer Outreach and Toxics Specialist. Now she has moved back to Spo-

kane from Portland, Oregon to once again work with us! We are excited to 

have her on staff! 

Lindsay Box, Development and  

Outreach Assistant

Joining our development team is 

Lindsay Box, our new Development 

and Outreach Assistant.

After graduating from Hendrix College, Lindsay moved to Seattle for an 

AmeriCorps VISTA position at Girls on the Run of Puget Sound. Then she 

came to Spokane to attend Gonzaga University School of Law, where she 

focused on non-profit and environmental law. Lindsay is now a licensed at-

torney in Spokane and dedicated to giving back to this community. We are 

happy to have her at The Lands Council.


