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This fall, The Lands Council’s Amanda 
Parrish will begin meeting with city 
officials in small towns of southern 
Spokane County to teach about Low 
Impact Development (LID), also known 
as Green Infrastructure. LID is a planning 
approach that manages stormwater run-
off by emphasizing conservation and use 
of on-site natural features to protect water 
quality. In traditional planning, stormwater 
travels over many impervious surfaces, 
such as roofs and roads, where it picks 
up pollution along the way. LID practices 
help stormwater to infiltrate close to where 
it falls, which mimics how rainfall would 
infiltrate in more natural circumstances. By 
reducing this source of pollution we can 
better safeguard the water quality of our 
rivers and lakes.

Many communities have already adopted 
LID practices, such as leaving mature  

trees on site during new construction or 
installing storm gardens that filter water 
during storms like the ones seen on Indiana 

and Lincoln Streets in Spokane. Recently, 
HDR Engineering and AHBL Landscape 
and Design worked with the Washington 
Department of Ecology (Ecology) to 
develop a manual for LID practices specific 
to the Eastern Washington region. With 
grant funding from Ecology, The Lands 
Council will explain the benefits and  
practices laid out in this manual to the 
cities of Tekoa, Fairfield, Latah, Waverly, 

Spangle, Rockford, and Valleyford. All 
of these towns are in the Hangman Creek 
watershed, which is known for flash 
flooding in storm events. At the conclusion 
of this outreach we hope to identify some 
projects and funding so that these towns 
can better manage runoff. 

In addition, we’ll be reaching out to 
developers and realtors to explain how LID 
practices can not only protect water quality 
but can improve home values. Mature trees 
on a property can raise home values by 

up to 15 percent! By spreading the word 
on these benefits to our waterways and 
our communities, we hope to create more 
advocates of LID throughout our region. 
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Spokane River Clean-up

This September, The Lands Council is hosting 
the 14th Annual Spokane River Clean-Up on 
September 16th at 9:00 am. We will cover 
locations in Spokane Valley, the University District, 
the Downtown River Gorge area, and Riverside 
State Park. 

Each year, hundreds of volunteers donate their 
time by picking up garbage and recyclable 
materials from our public lands along the Spokane 
River. Last year, over 600 volunteers removed over 
4 tons of debris from Riverside State Park to High 
Bridge Park to the University District to Spokane 
Valley.

VOLUNTEER. Whether you’re a first-timer or an 

experienced picker-upper, you’re invited to join 
the fun! This event is a great way to give back to 
the community while beautifying  our region’s most 
precious resource: the Spokane River. 

You can register as a group or as an independent 
volunteer. If you register as a group, we’ll make 
sure you all work in the same clean-up area along 

with your other volunteers. If you register as an 
independent volunteer, we will give you an area 
where you can work along with other volunteers.

Register at www.spokanerivercleanup.org.  

RECRUIT. Invite your friends, classmates,  
co-workers, or your favorite club.  Volunteers and 
groups from high schools, churches, and service 
clubs can volunteer!

TEAM LEADERS. If you have at least 10 
volunteers in your group, one of you will attend 
our team leader training on Tuesday, September 
12th at 6:00 pm at Mountain Gear’s Warehouse 
in Spokane Valley.

To sign up as a team leader, sponsor, or find out 
more about the Spokane River Clean-Up, contact 
Lindsay at (509) 209-2851 or lbox@landscouncil.
org. 

THANK YOU. We’d like to thank our sponsor, 
Guardian Life Insurance for their generous support 
of this year’s river clean-up!



Thoughts from our 
Executive Director Please join me for one last chance to put your 

kayak or canoe in the water this summer!  The 
Lands Council is co-sponsoring the Free the 
Snake Flotilla, which will be held on the Snake 
River on Saturday, September 9th. Last year, 
more than 400 people from throughout the 
Pacific Northwest came together in support of 
the return of a free-flowing lower Snake River. 
This year boats will launch from Chief Timothy 
Park in Clarkston, Washington. Then we’ll 
paddle 3 miles west through the peaceful 
lower Snake River canyon before paddling 
back east to the park.

Wild salmon, steelhead, and pacific lamprey 
populations are trending toward extinction 
mainly due to the four lower Snake River 
dams: Ice Harbor, Lower Monumental, Little 
Goose and Lower Granite. Meanwhile, the 
minuscule amount of energy produced by 
these dams is being replaced by clean energy 
alternatives. More details can be found at 
www.freethesnake.com.

In other news, The Lands Council is taking 
several steps to increase the protection of 
native wildlife on our public lands. Board 

member, Chris Bachman, and I are putting 
together a program that seeks to put wildlife first 
in the Colville National Forest. The heart of this 
new program will be an effort to collaboratively 
work with ranchers and rural leaders to reduce 
the impacts of livestock grazing on elk, wolves, 
and streams. In the densely forested parts of 
Northeast Washington, livestock  compete 
with ungulates like elk and moose for forage, 
and they also trample streamside areas, which 
impacts water quality and fisheries. Ranchers 
do need a place for their livestock to be while 
their own fields are growing hay. Our goal is 
to find ecological and economic solutions to a 
challenging issue that could serve as a model 
for public lands in other areas.

One of the wildest old growth forests near 
Spokane is going to vanish. The Washington 
Supreme Court has chosen not to review our 
challenge of the controversial Mt. Spokane 
State Park ski area expansion.  As a result,  some 
of the most intact and important wildlife habitat 
in the state parks system will be fragmented 
and permanently altered to make way for 
new ski runs and a chairlift. The decision to 

not review the case really renders the State 
Parks Commission’s policy on protecting high 
valued state lands meaningless. This could set 
a precedent that tells other state agencies that 
it is okay to violate policies.  It will also close 
access to snowshoers and backcountry skiers 
who used the west side of Mt. Spokane, and 
destroy a cultural trail of the Spokane Indian 
Tribe. 

Finally, I want to welcome Rahma Ben Youssef 
to Spokane!  Rahma is from Tunisia, and has 
been working there to take action and stop 
the industrial pollution in her country.  As 
part of a fellowship program sponsored by 
the United States State Department, she will 
spend four months here mentoring on energy 
transparency issues with our energy director, 
Laura Ackerman.

Thank you all for being part of our work to 
protect the rivers and forests of our region! 
 

Mike Petersen | Executive Director

by Mike Petersen
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Watering Crew Think that each time we plant a tree we place it carefully in the hole 
we’ve dug, backfill it, mulch it, wish it well, and bid it adieu forever? 
Well, think again!

Aside from the hours spent affixing plastic tubes or building fencing 
around our seedlings to thwart a smorgasbord for deer and other furry 
friends, we are also tasked with preventing our trees from succumbing 
to our hot, dry summers. This means watering! Employing a “bucket 
brigade” system, we dunk 5-gallon buckets into an adjacent creek, fill 
them, and walk them to our trees, applying one bucket per seedling. 
That said, it’s not as easy as it sounds. “Walking” the buckets to trees 
typically means trudging uphill along the floodplain while dodging 
rocks, holes, ditches, and an occasional rattlesnake. All of which are 
difficult to see through 6 feet tall reed canary grass, tansy, and thistle. As 
the summer goes on, water levels recede and creeks become shallow, 
or dry out entirely. Mid-morning temperatures top 90 degrees. And we 
do this 4-5 times a week. Sound horrible? It’s not! We get to spend time 
outdoors in beautiful places, have met some wonderful people, work 
efficiently together like a well-oiled machine - and have a lot of fun.

And consider this: a gallon of water weighs slightly more than 8 pounds. 
Let’s assume that we carry 4 gallons in each bucket, for a total of 30 lbs. 

per bucket. We carry two buckets or 60 lbs. at a time. There are ~500 
seedlings planted at our main restoration site along Hangman Creek. 
If we have a crew of four, that means 125 trips per crew member. 125 
trips x 60 lbs. = 7,500 lbs. At 2,000 lbs./ton, on a typical field day, we 
each carry roughly 3.75 tons of weight in water!  So needless to say, 
we’ve all cancelled our gym memberships for the summer!        

While watering our seedlings may not be as “sexy” as planting, it’s no 
less important. Because we put so much extra effort into post-planting 
care and maintenance, our seedling survival rates hover in the 80-
90% range, compared to the industry standard of 50% for Eastern 
Washington.  Given that our trees are planted in buffer strips along 
streams, these numbers mean that we’ll be that much more effective at 
curbing erosion, filtering polluted runoff from farms and roads, cooling 
stream temperatures through shading, and providing wildlife habitat.  

Infinite thanks to the hard-working, dedicated regulars of our watering 
crew—Nik Vishwanath, Andrew Patterson, Adam Gebauer, and Emma 
Tate—and to everyone else who has lent a hand this summer in these 
adventures. We’ll be watering through September and possibly into 
October; so if you want to join our team and be part of the fun, contact 
Katie Wiseman at kwiseman@landscouncil.org.         

Welcome rahma! The Lands Council is proud to introduce our international fellow: Rahma Ben Youssef from Gabès, Tunisia. During her time at 
TLC, she will be working on energy and community organizing issues in the Inland Northwest. Rahma earned her bachelors 
degree in English, Literature, and Civilization from University of Manouba and she has more than four years of experience 
working for a non-profit organization.

Rahma has served as a project manager for numerous  projects, including raising awareness of the importance of transparency 
in governance, funded by the Natural Resource Governance Institute; advocating for civil societies to pressure the Gabès 
government for industry disclosure; and promoting entrepreneurial initiatives for unemployed youth in Gabès. She’s written 

multiple projects, including “Renewable Energy and Consumption” for the Natural Resource Governance Institute and “Give Me My Chance” for 
Youth Entrepreneurial and International Project of Exchange.

save the date

September 22nd •  5:00 pm  •  saranac rooftop 
Young people of Spokane: we are throwing you ANOTHER Brewftop 
Party. This party will catch you up on what The Lands Council does for 
our regional environment, why it is important, and how you can get 
involved. 

Beer  •  Music  •  Food  •  Fun

October 14th • spokane, wa

Join us for our 7th Annual Reforest Spokane Day - a one day tree 
planting event to establish a sense of community pride and beau-
tify our region. Last year, we planted over 2,000 trees - help us 
plant even more this year!


