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Important Victory For Caribou
 By Tania Ellersick
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The Lands Council preserves and revitalizes our Inland Northwest forests, water, and 
wildlife through advocacy, education, effective action, and community engagement.
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This fall, conservation 
groups won a crucial 
injunction against 
snowmobi l ing and 
snow mobi le  t r a i l 
g room i ng  on  the 
only available winter 
habitat of caribou in 
the lower 48 states. 
U.S. District Court 
Judge Robert Whaley 
for the Eastern District 
Court of Washington 
ruled in favor of The 
Lands Council and five 
conservation groups protecting the recovery 
area of the last remaining Selkirk caribou. 
The groups asked that the snowmobile trails 
and play areas in the mountain caribou’s 
last habitat be closed until a comprehensive 
winter recreation plan that includes the 
needs of the caribou is developed. Wildlife 
experts testified that noisy vehicles scare 
caribou from feeding and calving grounds 
and that compacted snowmobile trails and 
tracks allow predators to hunt caribou 
in the deep snow that normally offers 
them protection. Unrestrained motorized 
recreation endangers the animals, which 
like elk and other wildlife are particularly 
vulnerable in the winter, when animals are 
stressed by cold weather and deep snows.

Consequently, snowmobile and conservation 
groups presented a joint proposal in Federal 
Court that intends to protect critical winter 
habitat, while allowing snowmobiling in 
noncontroversial areas. The arrangement 

allows snowmobiling in 
areas along the edges of 
the designated recovery 
area, while protecting 
core habitat for the 
endangered caribou of 
the Selkirk Mountains. 
The agreement also 
establishes funds for 
signs and monitoring 
to ensure that  the 
closure area is secure. 
Approximately ninety 

percent  of  the Idaho 
Panhandle National Forest 

is outside the recovery zone and is not 
impacted by this accord. 

While the Idaho Panhandle National Forest 
refused to endorse the joint proposal, all 
conservation and snowmobile groups 
involved endorsed the agreement, including 
the American Council of Snowmobile 
Associations, Blue Ribbon Coalition, Idaho 
State Snowmobile Association, Priest Lake 
Chamber of Commerce, Priest Lake Trails/
Outdoor Recreation Association, Sandpoint 
Winter  Riders, Winter Riders, Center for 
Biological Diversity, Conservation Northwest, 
Defenders of Wildlife, Idaho Conservation 
League, Selkirk Conservation Alliance, and 
The Lands Council.

The Lands Council appreciates that the 
snowmobiling community was willing to 
work towards a solution and protect the 
last remaining habitat for these endangered 
animals.
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CONTACT US

Collaboration

An opportunity came up this year to add to our 
wildfire education and forest watch programs.
In January, The Lands Council was invited to 
a meeting about Kootenai National Forest in 
northwest Montana. We were invited, along with 
Vaagen Brothers Lumber, because the Kootenai 
Forest had heard about our work on the Colville 
National Forest in eastern Washington and they 
were looking for a way to protect communities from 
wildfire and bring a small diameter log mill to the 
area. The initial meeting went well and all parties 
agreed to keep looking for common ground. 

We now have the Kootenai Forest Stakeholder 
Coalition, comprised of all the forest conservation 

groups in the area, several mills, all three Lincoln County 
Commissioners and other community leaders. The Lands Council 
has helped the Kootenai Coalition become a fully functioning 
organization and we chair a project committee. As with our efforts 
on the Colville Forest, we have focused our efforts on community 
wildfire protection, since this is an area with the most potential 
for common ground, as well as need. The Kootenai Coalition has 
gone out in the Yaak and Tobacco Root valleys of northwestern 
Montana to look at proposed Forest Service projects. We found 
enough common ground to give a high level of recommendation 
for two projects that will protect several communities from 
wildfire, as well as bring some small diameter trees to local 
mills.

For several other projects we are suggesting modifications that 
would make them ecologically acceptable. The relationships that 
we are building with former adversaries are heartening and our 
discussions of forest and wildlife restoration and Wilderness are 
bringing hope that long standing forest management issues may 
see some resolution in the next few years. The Kootenai Forest 
Stakeholder Group has been a good expansion of our collaboration 
work with the Northeast Washington Forestry Coalition and the 
Colville National Forest where discussions of Wilderness and 
better forest management are also moving forward.

Finding Common Ground in
the Kootenai National Forest
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Water Watch

In October, the Washington State Department 
of Ecology (WA DOE) released the Draft 
Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for The Columbia River 
Water Management Plan. This EIS is required 
as part of implementation of House Bill 2860, 
The Columbia River Water Management 
Act, which directs WA DOE to “develop 
new water supplies to meet the economic and 
community development needs of people and 
the instream flow needs of fish.”

This Draft EIS covers many proposed projects 
aimed at increasing water available for new 
water rights and conversion of interruptible 
water rights to uninterruptible water rights as 
well as providing more water for instream fish 
flows during low flow times of year. Projects 
would include construction of large dams on 
tributaries to the Columbia River, extension 
of canals within the Columbia Basin Project, 
artificial aquifer recharge projects, major 
water conservation measures and several 
other projects. These efforts are intended 
to increase flows in the Columbia River and 
allow 460 pending water rights to be issued 
through the Department of Ecology. 

Though this sounds like a great plan to 
get water to dry parts of Washington and 
increase Columbia River flows, there is a high 
price associated with it. One proposed project 
is construction of a dam on Hawk Creek. 
This dam would be about 5000 feet wide 
and 600 feet tall and would flood more than 
7100 acres. The cost to taxpayers would be 
around 1.6 billion dollars. The cost in terms 
of habitat loss is just as extreme. Nearly 100 
acres of prime wetland habitat would be lost 
as would several thousand acres of vanishing 
shrub-steppe habitat. 

Contact Brian at bwalker@landscouncil.
org or 838-4912 with questions. Watch our 
website for more info.

TAKE ACTION! Comment Deadline 
November 20th! Email: dsan461@ecy.wa.gov 
with subject line “Columbia River Draft EIS 
Comments”

Columbia River Alert!

I’m really excited about my new position as the Watershed 
Director at The Lands Council. I’ve only been on the job since 
September 18th, but I already feel that I’ve jumped into a position 
that will allow me to help clean up the rivers and lakes of the 
Inland Northwest.

I was born and raised in Electric City, Washington; a small town 
right above Grand Coulee Dam. Growing up there really gave me 
a sense of the problems associated with a highly managed river 
system, such as the Columbia and Spokane Rivers. 

In college I focused on the management of the Upper Columbia 
River, specifically the watershed above Grand Coulee Dam. 
During both my bachelors and masters programs, I was primarily 
interested in how managers balance the diverse needs that are 
dependant on water from the river. It is a complicated job that 
sometimes seems to get a little out of touch with reality.

Prior to working at The Lands Council, I worked for two years 
at Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge through the Americorps 
program. While there, I was the Environmental Education 
Specialist and had the opportunity to educate more than 20,000 
students on various environmental issues.

When I’m not at work or attending meetings, I love to get out 
in nature with my husband Steve. We’ve hiked up Washington’s 
Olympic Peninsula, rafted down the Salmon River and love hiking 
in the Spokane and Coeur d’Alene area. Come join us for one of 
our adventures!

Introducing... Our New 
Watershed Director, Brian Walker
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Community Engagement

The Lands Council Lifestyle

You may recall a crawling idea known as The Downtown recycling 
Club brought to the table by former intern Greg Sullivan this past 
spring. The grant awarded by The Recycling Foundation has funded 
The Lands Council in hiring an intern that began her work on the 
project in late September. Kimberly Bengtson, a third-year Gonzaga 
student, has helped the project begin to walk.

Since her hire, Kimberly has formulated a list of 350 businesses 
within the Downtown Spokane city limits. A letter describing the 
goal of the project and a survey asking ten questions regarding the 
business’ recycling habits was mailed out to each business at the 
beginning of October. As the surveys return, she is learning more 
about the recycling status in downtown Spokane, including some of 
the roadblocks to successful recycling.

In the midst of surveys and return letters, Kimberly has been learning 
all she can about the Waste Management system in Spokane in order 
to inform businesses of ways in which they can begin or improve their 
recycling habits and save money at the same time. All this information 
will be culminated into a short instructional video posted on the 
Internet, which will show businesses how to begin recycling as well 
as include some hot tips about recycling. Look forward to the video 
and an improvement in downtown business recycling in the coming 
months—you won’t want to miss this Hollywood action! 

In the meantime, when you’re a patron at a business of any kind in 
downtown Spokane, ask of the business’ habits and contributions 
toward recycling. Inform them that as a customer, you support their 
recycling of products. You may also print out small cards that are 
posted on TLC’s website: www.landscouncil.org. Click Downtown 
Spokane Recycling Club; print the card and leave them at a business 
you support.

Kimberly Bengston 
Continues Recycling Project

For the past three years, The 
Lands Council has been part of a 
collaborative effort to make data 
easily available and accessible to 
the public on a range of quality 
of life issues – from housing and 
transportation, to economic and 
environmental indicators. 

The goal of this project is to help 
create a healthier, more vibrant 
community. Along with The Lands 
Council, founding members of the 
Community Indicators Initiative of 
Spokane County include Eastern 
Washington University, Spokane 
County United Way, the City 
of Spokane, Spokane Regional 
Health District and New Priorities 
Foundation. Recently, a generous 
grant from Inland Northwest 
Community Foundation has enabled 
the project to grow more quickly.

In early October, The Community 
Indicators Initiative of Spokane 
County unveiled its new website: 
www.communityindicators.ewu. 
edu.

On the website, you will find easy-
to-read data charts, trends, and 
analysis of a variety of indicators. 
Most of these indicators have 
been selected by community focus 
groups. We hope to keep adding 
data for Spokane County cities and 
perhaps even neighborhood data in 
the future. If you have comments or 
would like to assist in any way with 
the development of this project, 
please contact Amber Waldref: 
awaldref@landscouncil.org or 
838-4912.

Measuring Spokane’s 
Quality of Life
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In September, The Lands Council released its first Spokane River 
Toxics Outreach Report. The report presents detailed methodology, 
data and analysis taken from surveys of Russian and Spanish-speaking 
immigrants about their knowledge of Spokane River toxics and use of 
the river. The surveys were collected in 2004 and 2005 as part of a Lands 
Council project, funded by the Washington State Dept. of Ecology, to 
educate the community about public health risks and encourage residents 
to participate in the cleanup process for the Spokane River.

Why target these specific communities?
Eastern European and Hispanic immigrants, along with indigenous 
people, have cultural ties to fishing and recreating in the river. These 
populations, along with low-income people, tend to have less access 
to mainstream media for health risk education and may experience 
language barriers. 

Some interesting results of The Lands Council outreach:
The percentage of Slavic people using the Spokane River for Fishing or 
Recreation decreased from 25% in 2004 to 8% in 2005. The percentage 
of people eating fish from the Spokane River in the Slavic community 
decreased significantly from 30% in 2004 to 3% in 2005.

Health Concerns and Knowledge of Toxics:
When asked if they had concerns about the health of the Spokane 
River, around 15% of Hispanic respondents agreed in 2004. In 2005, 
almost all respondents (nearly 100%) said they had health concerns. 
Knowledge of Spokane River toxics increased significantly between 
2004 and 2005 in both the Slavic and Hispanic communities. In the 
Hispanic Community, prior to outreach by The Lands Council, only 
1% of people surveyed knew anything about heavy metals in shoreline 
soils or PCBs in Spokane River fish. By the end of 2005, 19% of those 
surveyed had some knowledge of toxics in the River and how to protect 
themselves from exposure.

The 2004/2005 Toxics Outreach Report is available on our website at: 
http://www.landscouncil.org/Toxicsreport.pdf. Please check it out and 
if you have questions or want to volunteer on this project, contact Sara 
Richardson at Richardson@landscouncil.org or 838-4912.

Toxics Outreach

Because of Spokane’s geographic location, 
those of us who live here are lucky to be 
surrounded by natural beauty, access to 
outdoor recreational opportunities, and 
beautiful turn of the century buildings. We 
are also a community that has experienced 
the direct impacts of industry and mining’s 
hazardous waste, left behind for our citizens 
to deal with. This includes elevated levels of 
lead in soil, water and homes. Currently, The 
Lands Council is focusing attention on lead 
and the health affects of lead exposure on 
children and pregnant women.

Facts to Consider
(from the Center for Disease Control)

• Lead has no known biological benefit to 
humans.
• Lead can produce adverse effects on virtually 
every system in the body, including kidneys, 
the nervous system, the reproductive system, 
and can cause high blood pressure.
• Lead is especially harmful to the developing 
brains of fetuses and young children. 
• Elevated blood lead levels (BLLs) in children 
are preventable and affect mental and physical 
health.
• The higher a child’s BLL and the longer it 
persists, the greater the chance the child will 
be affected.
• Elevated BLLs can result in learning 
disabilities, behavioral problems, or mental 
retardation.
• At extremely high levels, they can cause 
seizures, coma and death.

Since Washington is not among the 46 states 
with programs to test BLLs of at risk children 
through local Health Districts, TLC is drawing 
attention to this need in our community. We 
found an FDA approved portable testing 
device to determine BLLs. The device has 
made testing a simple procedure that is 
quicker than a visit to the doctor’s office. It is 
called Lead Care II Waived and costs about 
$2500.00. TLC would like to raise money to 
purchase one of these machines for use during 
outreach to at risk populations. Please contact 
Sara Richardson at richardson@landscouncil.
org or 838-4912 with any questions or 
comments on this issue.

Lead Testing May Become 
Part of Outreach

Toxics Report 
Highlights Success
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Education

On September 27th, The Lands Council held its f irst 
“Strengthening our Connections” Benefit Breakfast at the 
Red Lion River Inn. Over 150 people attended the early 
morning event and heard about The Lands Council ’s 
mission and programs. Guest speakers included Mayor 
Dennis Hession, Tatyana Bistrevsky and Mark Ostersmith. 
Both Tatyana and Mark told wonderful stories about their 
involvement and passion in environmental issues and their 
commitment to The Lands Council.

The goals of this event were to raise awareness of the 
vital mission of The Lands Council, engage new people 
in supporting our work, and build our capacity to be more 
effective advocates for our local environment. Over 40 
families and individuals became new members of The Lands 
Council at the breakfast and over $5,500 was raised to support 
our programs.

Thank you to everyone who made this event such a 
success!

Underwriters: Greenstone Foundation, James E. “Skip” 
O’Halloran and Blue Water Technologies, Inc. 

Table Sponsors: Clark Pacific Real Estate, Paul Dumais/DA 
Davidson, Lola Frederick, Deb Garrett, Chris Marr, Pacific  
Garden Design, John and Amy Renfrew, and SHAWL 
Society.

Table Captains: Melissa Ahern, Neil Beaver, Kaaren and 
William Bloom, Barb Chamberlain, Jane Joseph, Jean and 
Gordon Larson, Steve and Mary Llewellyn, Chris Marr, 
Mary Ann McCurdy, Barbara Morkill, Vaughn Overlie, Ken 
and Carol Pelo, Gary Proctor. 

Volunteers and Committee Members: Kimberly Bengtson, 
Pat Coulter, Tom Flanagan, Mary and Steve Llewellyn, Sally 
McLaughlin, Ashli Myers, Mark Ostersmith, Denny Palmer, 
Nicole Powell, Caroline Woodwell 

Neil Beaver, a recent addition to the Board 
of Directors, grew up in the rural eastern 
Washington town of Keller. He began his 
work with The Lands Council in 2000 as an 
intern while studying Geology at Eastern 
Washington University. 

While at his first “real job” as our Water 
Watch Director, he started the bi-state aquifer 
study campaign. His efforts resulted in TLC 
teaming up with the Spokane Chamber of 
Commerce to fund a study determining how 
much water is in our aquifer. The study will 
be committed in May of 2007! He also started 
the campaign to list Lake Roosevelt as a 
superfund site, which has now made its way 
to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals; worked 
to insure a quality cleanup of the Coeur d’ 
Alene Basin Superfund site; and provided 
some assistance to the administrative appeal 
process for a number of timber sales, including 
the historic Iron Honey Timber Sale. 

Neil ventured into politics as the f ield 
organizer for Dean for America. For the past 
two and a half years, he has worked as the 
Legislative Assistant to the Senate Majority 
Leader, Lisa Brown. 

Some of Neil’s interests include mountain 
biking, hiking, rock climbing, and working 
on his new/old house in the South Perry 
neighborhood and playing with his two 
dogs Juniper and Gracie with his new bride, 
Rachelle.

Board News MEMBER NEWS

Welcome to the Board of 
Directors Neil!

Neil Beaver and His New Bride, RachelleNeil Beaver and His New Bride, Rachelle

Strengthening Our Connections

Mother and Daughter Members Kaaren Bloom and Mother and Daughter Members Kaaren Bloom and 
Gail Goeller Enjoyed the Benefit Breakfast Together
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Several Two or Four Drawer File Cabinets
Laptop Computer w/ DVD player & Windows XP
Five Flatscreen Computer Monitors
Television with DVD and VCR

Hailing from the Puget Sound area, Mary Eagle is a recent 
graduate of Whitworth College, majoring in philosophy and 
chemistry. Some highlights of college were a cross-country 
skiing class in the northern Cascades, learning to ballroom 
dance, playing bassoon in the Wind Symphony, a monthlong 
class in Europe followed by two months in France last summer, 
and making lots of great friends. Since October, Mary has been 
working as the volunteer coordinator with The Lands Council 
as an Americorps member. She hopes to increase volunteer 
involvement with TLC as well as to develop a strong community 
feeling for those who support us with their time. So please call 
Mary at the office or just stop by to say “hi” and see how you 
can get involved.

Consider volunteering regularly (even one day a week). Also, be 
sure that you read volunteer e-newsletters that let you know about 
periodic opportunities. If you would like to receive volunteer 
updates or are ready to volunteer on a regular basis, email Mary 
at meagle@landscouncil.org or call (509) 838-4912.

The Urban Forest Council was awarded 
the “Reforest Spokane Leaf ” during the 
Spokane Parks Board meeting at City Hall 
on October 12th. The Reforest Spokane 
Program is the result of a desire to replace 
trees lost to ice storm in 1996. A leaf is 
inscribed and hung on the Reforest Spokane 
Tree in recognition of groups or individuals 
who contribute $1000 or more to the effort. 
(see Reforest Spokane on the Park Board 
website for more info on this important 
program).

Carrie Anderson submitted information 
about three groups, New Priorities 
Foundation, The Urban Forest Council 
and Trees for YOUR Neighborhood 
(Master Gardeners) for recognition. Their 
urban forestry work included networking, 
encouraging and f inancing projects; 
advocating for community trees in 
collaboration with ECCO, NECC, WCCC, 
The Lands Council; and planting trees with 
residents in low-income neighborhoods. A 
leaf was hung on the tree for each group 
recognizing their work and contributions 
to the Reforest Spokane Program!

You can see the Urban Forest Council 
leaf on the Reforest Spokane Tree in City 
Hall near the first f loor elevator doors! 
Congratulations to all of the groups 
involved and Carrie for all her efforts in 
raising awareness of the importance of 
‘domestic’ trees in our community. To get 
more information on what you can do to 
protect and revitalize our urban forests, 
email treelady@cet.com

Urban Forest News

Wish 

List

VOLUNTEER NEWS

Welcome Mary Eagle!
Americorps Volunteer Coordinator

Urban Forest Council 
Received Leaf at City Hall

Debbie Boswell Accepted the Leaf Debbie Boswell Accepted the Leaf 
on Behalf of The Lands Council
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Quarterly 
Newsletter

Momentous Win for 
Roadless Areas

Thanks To Our 2006 
Bioregion Sponsor

Emerson Emerson 
KennedyKennedy

Mark Your Calendar!

UPCOMING EVENTS
NOVEMBER

17th, 18th, and 19th: Best Of Banff Mountain Film 
 Festival and Bake Sale
 @ The Met. Contact Mary at meagle@landscouncil.org  
 or 838-4912 to Volunteer during the event or to bake 
 goodies for the sale. Contact Mountain Gear for more   
 info about the festival at (509) 325-9000.

30th: Together-Learn-Connect Member Gathering
 6:00-7:00 pm at our office. Come meet our Watershed 
 Director Brian and join him for a discussion on  
 The Columbia River Water Management Plan. Contact 
 Lisa at llogan@landscouncil.org or 838-4912 for info.

DECEMBER
6th: The Lands Council Annual Holiday Party 
 5:30-7:30 pm @ Lorinda Knight Gallery 
 523 West Sprague Avenue. This will be a very special 
 occasion featuring The artwork of Kathleen Cavender.

In September, In September, In September U.S. Magistrate Judge Elizabeth 
Laporte reinstated a 2001 Clinton administration 
rule placing 58.5 million acres of roadless 
national forests off-limits to road building, 
logging, mining, and other development. 

The 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule, 
which protected all of the nation’s inventoried 
roadless areas from most logging and road 
construction, was the most widely supported rule 
in federal history. The challenge claimed the Bush 
administration failed to conduct an environmental 
analysis of removing the protections as required 
by the National Environmental Policy Act. 

Laporte ruled that the Bush administration 
illegally reversed the 2001 rule, replacing it with 
a version that required governors to petition 
for protection of roadless areas in an arduos 
and uncertain state-by-state process. Final 
recommendations would be left to administration 
officials to accept, reject, or modify. 

The ruling takes the management of tens of 
millions of acres on our last intact National 
Forest land out of the hands of special interests 
and gives it back to the public and is a major 
victory for the American people who have spoken 
out in record numbers for protection of roadless 
areas.

Save The Date: Friday, April 13, 2007

12th Annual 

Auction and Dinner
Contact Lisa Logan at llogan@landscouncil.org or 
(509) 838-4912 to donate an auction item, underwrite, 
or volunteer today!


