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The Lands Council preserves and revitalizes our Inland Northwest forests, water, and 
wildlife through advocacy, education, effective action, and community engagement. 
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An Unexpected Gift
The Lands Council receives generous donation from Fred Meyer’s
When The Lands Council’s Kat Hall received a con-

gratulatory email from one of our Project SUSTAIN 
teachers about a partnership and generous donation from 
Fred Meyer’s, she was slightly confused. The dollar amount 
was $20,000, and The Lands Council staff couldn’t help 
but wonder if it was too good to be true.

“That was definitely an interesting time,” admits 
Amanda Swan, The Lands Council’s Development Direc-
tor. “We were thrilled to hear the news, but couldn’t help 
being slightly curious.”

The Lands Council had visited with Fred Meyer’s a 
year prior, sharing with the company their program efforts 
and goals for the newly-designed Project SUSTAIN, and 
although their group seemed positive, nothing quite came 
together. After a year of continuing their efforts to preserve 
and protect the Inland Northwest’s natural areas, some-
thing did come together – and it was something big.

“When we found out that we had indeed been awarded 
the $20,000 donation from Fred Meyer’s, we were abso-
lutely ecstatic,” said Swan. “It could not have come at a 
better time for us. Foundation grants are becoming harder 

and harder to obtain and at the same time, we’ve been 
working to expand our already-ambitious efforts!”

For some time, Fred Meyer had been one of the last 
remaining retailers offering an incentive to their custom-
ers for providing their own reusable bags at checkout. The 
store’s program offered a 5-cent to customers, and was so 
successful that a large majority transitioned completely 
away from plastic bags, said Melinda Merrill, Fred Meyer’s 
Director of Public Affairs. It was at that point that the 
company decided they could put that nickel to a better use, 
and in turn, decided to use the Spokane market to test the 
elimination of their program.

Awarding The Lands Council with a $20,000 donation 
is something Fred Meyer’s sees as an equal investment in 
our environment – giving to the organization whose mis-
sion is to preserve and protect Inland Northwest forests, 
water and wildlife. “We’re very grateful for the donation,” 
said Swan. “Fred Meyer’s has shown a true commitment to 
bettering the communities in which they’re located, from 
promoting diversity to reducing hunger to conservation 
efforts, and we’re happy to partner with them!”

Fall 2012
vol. 16, no. 3

TLC Gears up for 2nd Annual Reforest Spokane Day on Oct. 27th
On Saturday, October 27th from 

9 a.m. to noon, The Lands Council 
will host the second annual Reforest 
Spokane Day, a major community tree 
planting event throughout Spokane. 
The organization first planned and 
implemented the annual event last year 
after becoming one of the winners of 
a nation-wide competition hosted by 

Tom’s of Maine, which awarded The 
Lands Council $20,000 to complete its 
project of planting 10,000 Ponderosa 
pine trees in one day.

“Last year, we were thrilled to 
have been a part of Tom’s of Maine’s 
community giving competition,” 
explained Amanda Swan, The Lands 
Council’s Development Director. “But 

this year is equally exciting as we turn 
to our local community for support, 
strategizing an approach that will 
ultimately greatly enhance Reforest 
Spokane Day.”

That strategic approach has 
included revisiting the 2011 sites, 
altering the plan for planting day, and 
incorporating additional efforts to 
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The highlight of my Sep-
tember had to be our Picnic 
with the Beavers, where 
almost 100 kids and their 
parents gathered at Liberty 
Lake County Park.  What fun 
to see the kids as they were 
introduced to three live bea-
vers! Can you believe Team 
Beaver has now relocated 12 
families and over 60 beaver to 
new homes?

We really appreciate the 
relationship we have built between the Colville National Forest and our beaver 
program.  Speaking of our National Forests, our work within the Northeast 
Washington Forestry Coalition is also moving ahead.  A very challenging project, 
Power Lake, tested the limits of our collaborative partnerships and we reached a 
successful agreement last week.  Thanks to Vaagen Brothers Lumber, Columbia 
Cedar, and our conservation team, old growth will be protected and restoration 
of the forest east of 49 Degree North Ski Area will help forest resiliency and the 
local mills.  A special thanks to our Forest Policy Director Jeff Juel and David 
Heflick of Conservation Northwest for their hard work!

Unfortunately, there is a conflict on the Colville that has not been resolved.  
A endangered wolf pack, known as the Wedge Pack, has been killed by the Wash-
ington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW).  The rancher, who has an 
adversarial relationship with government and conservationists, claimed wolves 
were killing a calf a day.  Although  the claims were unsubstantiated, WDFW 
decided to kill the entire Wedge Pack, in our opinion violating the recently adopted 
Washington Wolf Plan.  Rather than take the cattle off the public lands allotment 
a few weeks early, WDFW used helicopters and marksmen to hone in on, and kill, 
the radio collared wolves.  The rancher, who pays a few hundred dollars  a year to 
graze his cattle in sensitive areas, has done little or nothing to reduce the risk to 
his cattle, such as  behavior aversion, calving sheds, removing carcasses, and other 
techniques used by ranchers who live in wolf country.  As a result, taxpayers spend 
tens of thousands of dollars to kill an endangered species, with no commitment 
from the rancher that anything will change the next time wolves occupy their 
native habitat.   Stay tuned this winter as the Lands Council and other conserva-
tion groups work to change our states management of wolves.

Finally, a hardy crew hiked up from Sherman Pass a few days ago to put up 
a beautiful wooden sign commemorating former Lands Council Board member 
Gerry Copeland (see above).  Gerry loved hiking the Kettle Range mountains and 
envisioned a connected trail from 13 Mile Campground to the Hoodoo Roadless 
Area. We share that vision and the sign will be an inspiration for everyone who 
hikes south from the pass.
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Programs Update

Spending time in the Colville National Forest (CNF) is 
always enjoyable: fantastic vistas, the intoxicating smell of 
pines, firs, and cedars, and the changing colors of larch and 
aspen never fail to captivate me.  But being in the forest en 
route to a beaver relocation is even more enjoyable.  Just as 
with the past two years, Joe Cannon and I found ourselves 
in the Colville National Forest quite often in August and 
September as we busied ourselves with beaver relocations.

We kicked off the season by taking a lonesome beaver 
from Addy up to private property near Wauconda.  This 
property belongs to Joel Kretz, the Washington Representa-
tive who worked closely with The Lands Council to sponsor 
what has been dubbed “The Beaver Bill.”  Readers may recall 
that the bill passed earlier this year and will facilitate better 
beaver management in Washington State.  It was gratifying 
to have worked with Kretz over the past year, and in the end 
bring him a beaver that will hopefully go to work storing 
water and creating wetlands.

Next up we took a pair of beavers from Lake Ellen in the 
CNF to another site in the CNF, near Mill Creek.  This site 
had some of the most abundant aspen stands we’ve seen, so 
these beavers should have no cause for complaint.  While we 
were up there, we spent some time hiking along Deadman 
Creek, near Hoodoo Canyon, where we had released a family 
of beavers the year before.  Lo and behold, a new beaver dam 
and fresh beaver activity awaited us, about 2 miles upstream 
from the initial relocation site.  Way to go, beavers!

Here’s where things got really hectic: for the first time in 
our trapping careers, we decided to trap two beaver families 
simultaneously.  We have a main holding facility in Joe’s 
backyard, along with some back-up pens that we use for any 
remote trapping.  Five beavers from Mead lived in the main 

holding facility while we spread a family of beavers from 
Cheney in two other pens.  At one point, we had 14 beavers 
in Joe’s backyard!  

The five beavers from Mead went up to the CNF, but 
we employed a new strategy with the others.  While we 
usually relocate whole families of beaver together, the land-
owners didn’t want to see all their backyard beavers gone.  
We trapped nine total and identified which ones were the 
sub-adults who would soon be leaving the colony either way.  
Once a beaver turns two, it has the life skills necessary to 
survive on its own and at this age often disperses from the 
rest of the colony.  We had three sub-adults in the bunch, and 
decided to take them to the CNF, but release the rest of the 
family back to their original home near Cheney.

Adding to the 7 relocations, 45 beavers total, from the 
past two years, we are now up to 11 relocations, 56 beavers 
total!  It’s great to know that many of these beavers have 
built wetlands and are actively maintaining them throughout 
Eastern Washington, which is of course the end goal of our 
project: more wetlands and more water storage.

As September draws to a close, so does relocation season.  
But that doesn’t mean we won’t be busy.  Part of require-
ments of the Beaver Bill is for Washington Department of 
Fish & Wildlife to host a beaver stakeholders’ forum later 
this year.  In early November Joe and I will be attending this 
Forum, as will trappers, ranchers, tribal members, biologists, 
and more.  We’re hoping that with input from all sides we 
can come up with an agreeable, scientifically-based beaver 
management plan for Washington State.  As the dominant 
managers of our water resources, we feel it’s time that we 
treat this animal with the care and respect it deserves and 
develop a strategic plan to manage and enhance their popula-
tions.  Are you with me?

beaver chronicles - chapter 5
By Amanda Parrish - Watershed Programs Director
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Business Partner Feature

Lands Council Business Partner, Waste Manage-
ment, has had a busy year thus far. In addition to put-
ting the final touches on an 8-acre materials recycling 
facility (MRF) and implementing a single-stream curb-
side recycling program, the company is investing 8.5 
million in 20 new clean-burning compressed natural 
gas (CNG) trucks as well as an on-site fueling station.

For every truck Waste Management replaces with 
CNG, the company will reduce their use of diesel fuel 
by an average of 8,000 gallons per year along with a 
reduction of 22 metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions 
per year.  

“The transition to natural gas is definitely ideal,” 
said Amanda Swan, Development Director of The 
Lands Council. “Waste Management has been a great 
supporter of our efforts to protect our environment, and 
we in-turn support their efforts to remain environmen-
tally responsible.”

Waste Management here in Spokane will replace 
1/3 of their collection fleet this fall with the goal of 
replacing the remainder of their f leet over the next few 
years. More immediate, however is the transition to sin-
gle-stream recycling, another effort The Lands Council 

strongly supports.

The new single-stream program will accept recy-
clable products that aren’t collected in the current curb-
side recycling program, such as, more paper products, 
most plastics, and metals such as foil, and pie tins. It 
will affect over 44,000 area WM customers, allowing 
them to recycle more types of materials and in larger 
amounts than ever before.  The program will kick-off 
this month.

Also occurring this month will be the opening of 
the doors of the recently completed MRF or the Spo-
kane Materials & Recycling Technology (SMaRT) 
Center located in the West Plains area. The SMaRT 
center, located next to City of Spokane’s Waste to 
Energy Plant will process over 60,000 tons of recy-
clables a year. 

“We’re excited about the opening of the SMaRT 
Center,” said Swan. “We’ve led several science field trips 
through Project SUSTAIN to the adjacent Waste to 
Energy plant, and now look forward to introducing stu-
dents to the SMaRT center as well.”

Waste Management also supports The Lands 
Council’s environmental education program, Project 
SUSTAIN. Our employees and their families live in the 
same communities that we serve,” said Marco Gonzales, 
Waste Management’s District Manager. “As such, pro-
grams such as Urban Forest Restoration, Water Watch, 
and Project SUSTAIN mean a lot to us.”

Waste Management of Spokane works with families, 
businesses and municipalities throughout the County 
to build sustainable communities. The company is pas-
sionate about finding environmental solutions that save 
money, make good sense for communities, and make the 
world a greener place.  For these reasons, the decision 
to grow a partnership between Waste Management and 
The Lands Council was an obvious choice. “Through our 
TLC partnership, Waste Management of Spokane hopes 
to continue helping the Spokane region live up to its 
motto ‘Near Nature, Near Perfect’,” says Gonzalez.

Waste Management - enhancing recycling and reducing emissions
By Amanda Swan - Director of Development and Communication

Thank you to the Business Partners making this year’s Reforest Spokane Day possible!

Vaagen Bros. LumBer - Presenting Sponsor
sCaFCo - Ongoing “Ponderosa Pine” Sponsor

Chase Bank - Grand Fir Sponsor
sunshine DisposaL - In-Kind Grand Fir Sponsor

maCkenzie riVer pizza - In-Kind Sponsor
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reforest spokane day cont.

TLC Events

increase the survival rate of the trees. 
“Unfortunately, we were hit with an 
unusually dry and cold fall last year,” 
said Kat Hall, the organization’s Con-
servation Programs Director, explain-
ing that the lack of moisture and early 
freeze were contributing factors to the 
lower-than-preferred survival rate. 
“Upon recent visits to the majority of 
our twelve planting sites from last year, 
we were very disappointed to discover 
a high mortality rate amongst our 
seedlings,” Hall explained.

Beyond the lack of rain and cold 
temperatures, the organization also 
found that the 4 cubic inch seedlings 
turned out to be too small for the 
rocky, nutrient-poor soils in our area, 
and that weeds and other vegetation 
out-competed these seedlings.

As the organization gears up for 
its big planting day, it is incorporating 
several measures to reduce mortality 
and ensure greater long-term success 
of the project. Reducing the number 
of trees planted from 10,000 to 5,000 
ensures that volunteers will have the 
opportunity to take more time planting 
each seedling, removing surrounding 
vegetation in a 2’ radius and planting 

the trees in a slight depression to help 
catch rainfall. The organization has 
also increased the size of the seedling 
stock to 20-cubic inch seedlings, and 
will ask volunteers to bring one gallon 
of water with them on planting day to 
water the trees into their new homes. 

“This year we’re especially excited 
for the opportunity to plant our seed-
lings with a layer of organic compost,” 
said Hall. The compost, donated by 
Sunshine Disposal, will provide soil 
nutrients, reduce competition from 
weeds and help seal-in moisture.

Partnerships with local organi-
zations like Sunshine Disposal have 
played a large role in the planning 
of this year’s event. “We are thrilled 
with the enthusiasm of our local busi-
ness partners in the organizing of this 
year’s event,” said Swan. Vaagen Bros. 
Lumber, a timber company based in 
Colville, WA has signed on as this year’s 
Presenting Sponsor, as other commu-
nity members like Chase bank also step 
forward to support the effort. 

This year, volunteers will have the 
opportunity to sign up to help plant at 
one of five sites throughout the Spo-

kane area; Slavin Conservation Area, 
Campion Park, Whitworth University,  
Haynes Estate Conservation Area, and 
Dishman Hills Natural Area.

Last fall, The Lands Council 
welcomed over 900 volunteers to its 
planting day. Volunteers can sign 
up by visiting http://tinyurl.com/
reforest2012. “We are hoping to once 
again bring together a large group of 
volunteers this year,” said Swan. “It’s 
wonderful that by working together, 
we can make such a large impact in 
one single day.”

2nd Annual brews cruise welcomes nearly 120 riders
On Sunday, August 26th, if you happened to be in the 

downtown area, the Gonzaga area, or even in West Central, 
you may have seen the hundred-plus bike riders in bright 
yellow shirts cruising along, celebrating the 2nd Annual 
Brews Cruise. The pub-crawl-style bike ride was once again 
a raging success as nearly 120 riders spent an afternoon 
learning about The Lands Council’s environmental efforts, 
enjoying a few cold beverages, and listening to live music. 

Starting and stopping at the Saranac Public House 
this year, the 9-mile bike ride ventured along the Spokane 
River, through the Gonzaga area, to West Central and back 
through down town, making stops along the way at Litz’s 
Bar and Sidebar before leading riders back to the Saranac. 
Upon return, riders had the option to call it a day or hang 
out and enjoy an evening of live music on the building 

rooftop. Providing the entertainment were The Camaros 
and the Terrible Buttons, both of whom were major hits 
amongst the crowd. 

A special thanks to everyone who came out for this fun 
event, as well as our event sponsors (listed right). Don’t miss 
this fun, summer event next year. 
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Urban Ecology

yep; the leaves are starting to turn, the bright yellow 
school buses are out, and the 2012-2013 school year is 
underway!  After participating in summer school programs 
at Chase and Garry Middle Schools, Rogers HS, and the 
NATIVE Project, TLC is excited to kick off its sophomore 
year of Project SUSTAIN.  We are working with another four 
Spokane-area schools this year—The Community School, 
the On Track Academy, the Bryant/TEC program, and the 
Mead Alternative High School…and have branched into 
north Idaho to work with Lake City High School, Post Falls 
High School, Project CDA, and St. Maries High School.  I 
am truly honored to work with a fantastic group of talented, 
passionate, and caring teachers this year!

This fall semester, we’ve already gotten off to a run-
ning start.  Lake City High School took a field trip to Rose 
Lake, where they tested water quality and sampled benthic 

macro invertebrates.  Thanks 
to the Idaho Department of 
Fish & Game, the students did 
a portion of their water quality 
testing off a boat and got to go 
fishing! St. Maries High School 
enhanced their classroom bio-
chemistry unit by spending an 
afternoon at Heron Pond Farms, 
where they made their own goat 
ricotta and spiced up their own 
specialty goat cheese. We, of 
course, made time for the stu-
dents to meet the farm animals 
including a particularly friend 

herd of goats and even some baby pigs.  Thanks to Jennifer 
Hall of SustainableHire, the students also learned about the 
importance of locally-produced foods and the environmental 
benefits of sustainable farming.  The St. Maries group will 
be touring Kootenai County’s Fighting Creek Landfill in 
November.  The Community School’s fall field program, 
which focuses broadly on the Ponderosa pine urban forest, 
includes a canoe trip on the Little Spokane River, a tour of 
the Finch Arboretum, a hike into the Dishman Hills Natural 
Area, and a tree planting.  Students at the Mead Alternative 
High School will be participating in an alternative energy 
lab, where they’ll build and race solar-powered mini-cars.  
They’ll also have opportunities to go cycling and plant trees.  
And stay tuned…many more field trips are on the way!

Extra special thanks goes out to our 2012-2013 Project 
SUSTAIN sponsors: Pura Vida Homes, STCU, and Teck.  We 
could not offer these educational, enriching, and memorable 
experiences to our local youth without you! 

the Lands council kicks off sophomore year of Project sUstAin
 By Kat Hall - Conservation Programs Director

A successful summer of outreach and education
 By Kat Hall - Conservation Programs Director

Huge thanks goes out to our stellar 
2012 summer interns Brad Thomas, 
Jamie Briscoe, Sally Martinez, and 
Tatyana & Vadim Bistrevsky.  Together, 
they shared important health informa-
tion about Spokane River toxics with 
over 800 Spokane-area individuals, 
distributed more than 700 health advi-
sories, and completed over 250 surveys.  
Brad and Jamie also spearheaded our 
Healthy Homes neighborhood out-
reach project, in coordination with the 
City of Spokane and Kiemle & Hagood 
Company.  They spent many hours 
this summer going door-to-door in 

the Nevada-Lidgerwood, Logan, and 
North Hill neighborhoods complet-
ing environmental health surveys and 
distributing radon test kits and lead 
swabs.  They also staffed informational 
tables at elementary school open house 
events throughout the month of Sep-
tember.

Jamie and Brad have worked hard 
and brought lots of laughter and fun to 
TLC this summer.  Our office will not 
be the same without them, and we will 
really miss them!  We wish them both 
the very best as they pursue degrees in 
SCC’s Water Resources program.   
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Program Updates

The Lands Council welcomed over 
fifty families with almost 100 chil-
dren to Liberty Lake County Park on 
Sunday, September 23rd for the Fourth 
Annual Picnic with the Beavers. The 
annual event offers the organization the 
opportunity to spend a fun afternoon 
teaching families about beavers, their 
dams, and the environmental benefits 
they offer.

“We were absolutely thrilled with 
the turnout at this year’s event,” said 
Amanda Swan of The Lands Council. 
“We had a great group of enthusiastic 
kids this year and the weather was per-
fect for our hike to the beaver dams.”

The hike to Liberty Lake’s infamous 
beaver dams was only one component 
of the afternoon. Before heading out, 
The Lands Council surprised guests 
with a musical performance, an original 
song about beavers performed by Molly 
McLaughlin of the Whitworth Univer-
sity Masters in Teaching program.

Halfway to the beaver dams, the 
crowd stopped again, this time for 
a presentation by Amanda Parrish, 
Watershed Programs Director and half 
of “Team Beaver.” Explaining the why 
and how of trapping beavers, children 
gathered in anticipation as Parrish set 

the trap, stepped back, and triggered 
it! 

Then it was on to the beaver dams, 
were once the group arrived, BiJay 
Adams of the Liberty Lake Sewer Dis-
trict gave an informative talk about 
how the beaver dams had affected, and 
benefited the area. On the walk back 
from the dams, the group stopped for 
a quick tree planting featuring riparian 
plants such as cottonwood and alder 
(also beaver favorites).

“It was a lot of fun to include a tree 
planting this year,” said Swan. “In all, 
the kids really enjoyed it and we planted 
40 trees in about a half-hour!”

Perhaps the biggest hit of the 
afternoon occurred after the families 
returned to the park’s picnic shelter 
and were introduced to a group of live 
beaver. The three young beaver had 
recently been trapped from private 
property near Cheney and were in hold-
ing before being relocated. 

Wrapping up the afternoon, kids 
had the opportunity to build their own 
edible beaver dam from graham crack-
ers, chocolate frosting, pretzels and 
more or participate in the Ice Cream 
Aquifer activity, building ice cream 

floats to learn about our aquifer and 
becoming good stewards of our envi-
ronment. 

Thank you again to all the families 
and individuals who made it out to this 
year’s Picnic with the Beavers! 

4th Annual Picnic with the beavers is major success

spokane river toxics update
By Mike Petersen - Executive Director

I spent September 29, along with 
hundreds of other volunteers at the 
annual Spokane River cleanup.  Our 
team, the Coyotes, picked up trash and 
random garbage near the Sandifur 
Bridge, and other teams worked other 
part of the river.  The Spokane River is 
a major focus of our work here at the 
Lands Council and we appreciate our 
partners, such as the Spokane River-
keeper, Friends of the Gorge, Spokane 
River Forum, and Trout Unlimited.  

One of the connections to our river 
is through stormwater.  It turns out that 
contaminants in stormwater make their 
way into the river – PCB’s, lead and 

other toxics.  In the past, stormwater 
mixed with sewage and went to the 
wastewater  treatment plant – but over-
flowed dozens of times per year when 
it rained hard.  One solution to those 
overflows was to store the water in a 
giant underground tank, so it could be 
treated later.  But the Lands Council and 
others questioned the cost-effectiveness 
of those tanks,  which had a price tag 
of nearly $300 million, plus operating 
costs.  

The Lands Council wrote a white 
paper on alternatives to the sewer over-
flow tanks, and now the dialogue has 
changed.  The City of Spokane has now 

proposed building two of the tanks in 
the most urban areas, but using Green 
Infrastructure across most of Spokane 
(also known as Low Impact Develop-
ment).  We are excited about the pos-
sibility of enhancing our city with rain 
gardens, more urban forest, permeable 
pavement and other Green Infrastruc-
ture techniques! 

 Just as Spokane became one of 
the first cities in the nation to ban 
dishwasher detergent that contained 
phosphorus, we are going to become a 
leader in innovative stormwater treat-
ment and the Lands Council is working 
hard to make that happen.
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