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The Beaver Chronicles, Part 2
The Diary of a Beaver Trapper

Two years ago if you would have told me that I would 
be live-trapping and relocating families of beaver, I would 
have said, “you got the wrong girl.”  But now, as The Lands 
Council’s Beaver Project Director, that is exactly what 
I do. In September of this year “Team Beaver”, includ-
ing Joe Cannon, Senior Ecologist, Kat Hall, Conservation  
Programs Director, and myself, live-trapped a total of 
28 beaver from four separate families, surpassing our 
2010 goals! These beaver went to four different relo-
cation sites outside of Republic, Chewelah, Newport, 
and Valley, Washington.  Of these families, two are 
already maintaining dams and lodges near the release 
locations while the other two are most likely at work  
further upstream.  

For those who have been following the Beaver Project, 
you know that these critters are a crucial part of healthy 
watersheds.  Re-introducing beaver to the streams of North-
east Washington will solve water storage problems in an 
environmentally-sound manner.  

Water is stored in ponds behind beaver dams as well as  
in the groundwater surrounding each pond, and slowly leaks 
over the year, providing an excellent source of late-season 
flow.  Beaver activity also restores wetland areas, filters 
water of impurities, stores carbon, and provides habitat for 
a myriad of bird, fish, and amphibian species.  Team Beaver 
monitors all of these effects, collecting data on stream side 
vegetation, water quality, velocity, and even water quantity 
at our sites before and long after relocation.

But most often when I talk to people about my job, 
they aren’t as interested in our monitoring as they are in 
the trapping and relocation aspects.  That being said, I am 
happy to give you a first-hand look at the details of beaver 
relocation.  

The process begins when we are contacted regarding 
nuisance beaver on private property.  Once a family of 
nuisance beaver is located, we work to set traps along the 
water’s edge near the beaver lodge, using four “suitcase” 
traps each night. The traps are baited with willow, aspen, 
or alder branches and beaver lure, which is commonly a 
mixture of vegetation and beaver scent from the animal’s 
castor glands.  Beaver are nocturnal, so we set traps in the 
late afternoon and check them first thing in the morning, 
many times camping on site to cut down on travel time!  

Because beaver mate for life and maintain a strong 
family unit, a critical part of relocation success lies in trap-
ping the entire family and releasing all members at once.  

cont. on page 3

By Amanda Parrish- Beaver Project Director
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One of the beaver rests in the holding pen after being trapped for 
relocation. Beaver are held for a maximum of seven days before moving 
to their new home.
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What a year it has been for The Lands Council!   
Topping our list of successes has to be the relocation of 
28 beaver to their new homes. This was the start of our 
Beaver Solution program, where we hope to transform 
our region’s streams and rivers to slow the flow of spring 
runoff, improve water quality, and create new homes for 
dozens of species of fish, birds and plants.

The forests of our region are also more protected this 
year.  While new Wilderness on the Colville National 
Forest will have to wait until next year, we are closer 
than ever to protecting the magnificent, wild heart of 
the Kettle River and Selkirk Mountains in Washington 
and Idaho.  Meanwhile, the forests of Montana and 
Idaho are safer this year, after we won a decisive court 
ruling that sets a precedent for protecting the dozens of 

species that rely on big old trees for their homes.  That ruling has set the stage 
for a new proposal to permanently set aside reserves and connecting corridors 
for those species.  

Our proposal is not only supported by other conservation groups, it has gained 
the support of several major players in the timber industry and we are working 
to convince the Forest Service to listen to this diverse set of interests and include 
an old growth reserve system in their Forest Plans.  One of the most important 
critters we strive to protect is the mountain caribou.  As winter descends over 
the Selkirk Mountains we are looking for volunteers to ski or snowshoe deep into 
caribou habitat and make sure that snowmobiles aren’t illegally invading their 
winter homes – please let me know if you are interested in helping.

Here in Spokane we are connecting the dots between protecting our Ponde-
rosa Pine legacy, improving water quality in the Spokane River and aquifer, and 
creating a more sustainable city.  In November we brought together developers, 
city planners, water quality experts and architects to explore how Spokane can 
use Low Impact Development.  By changing the way commercial and residential 
sites are developed, native trees and plants can be retained to naturally filter the 
water that lands during rain and snowstorms.  This not only protects the storm 
water flowing into our river, it increases the capacity of our wastewater treatment 
plants, and can reduce the construction costs for builders – and it recognizes the 
immense value of our Ponderosa Pine and other native species.  

We also gained a significant boost in our efforts to clean up the Spokane River 
when our legislative proposal to eliminate phosphorus in lawn fertilizer was chosen 
by the statewide Environmental Priorities Coalition.  Together with the Spokane 
Riverkeeper, and support by Senator Lisa Brown and Representative Andy Billig, 
we hope to pass legislation in 2011.

We had a lot of activities this year! I want to thank those of you who helped 
plant over 6000 trees and invite all of you to join us for more planting events 
in 2011!  We couldn’t do all of this without your support.  Have a great holiday 
season and be sure to save the date for our 16th Annual Dinner & Auction to be 
held April 16th, 2011!
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The Beaver Solution

The Diary of a Beaver Trapper cont.
 

             Team Beaver worked tirelessly 
to ensure the entire families of nui-
sance beaver were trapped in a timely 
manner.  We usually caught one to 
three beaver per night, but families 
can have as many as nine members or 
more.  Once we had trapped a beaver, 
we would carry it through the woods 
back to the car (not always easy con-
sidering that some beaver weighed up 
to 50 pounds!) and transport it to my 
house on the South Hill, where Team 
Beaver had built a temporary holding 
facility in the backyard.

The holding facility is an 8’ x 8’ 
pen, made with powder-coated steel 
walls and granite f loors (no wood 
allowed!).  Inside there is a water 
trough to swim and drink from and 
a pet igloo to serve as a faux lodge.  
Caring for beaver in my backyard 
was hard at times, but the best way to 
personally ensure the animals’ safety.  
Team Beaver regularly entered the pen 
to change the water and bring fresh 
vegetation, often from the cottonwoods 
located nearby in the yard.  We found 
beaver to be some of the gentlest 
creatures we know, never once trying 
to bite or charge at us.  At night, the 
family would playfully swim in the 
water trough, groom their fur, munch 
away at leaves and bark, and talk and 
cuddled with one another.  Any stress 
I had from caring for wild animals was  

 
easily mitigated by the serenity and  
satisfaction I felt watching a family of 
beaver care for one another. 

So as not to limit their food source 
or amplify stress from captivity, beaver 
families stayed in the holding facility 
no longer than seven days, after which 
we had usually caught the entire family.  
On the day of relocation, we would 
corral beaver into cages, being careful 
not to injure their delicate fingers or 
feet, and load them into the cars.  With 
the help of our board members, Team 
Beaver set off to one of the four care-
fully-chosen relocation sites and then 
lined up the cages at the water’s edge, 
releasing the entire family simultane-
ously.  Watching the beaver swim in 
the fresh water of their new home was 
truly heart-warming, though when it 
was all said and done, I can’t deny I had 
somewhat of an “empty nest” feeling.  
But the optimism I felt that the beavers’ 
work would soon bring a number of 
ecological benefits to the watershed 
outweighed any feelings of remorse.

I envision a West where beaver 
are once more abundant, making our 
waterways the diverse, heterogeneous 
systems they are meant to be.  In 
the next two years, we plan on re-
introducing ten more beaver families 
to Northeast Washington, hoping to 

restore more than 100-acres of wet-
lands.  Not only do beaver benefit many 
other wild animals through the habi-
tat they create, they benefit humans 
through their inexpensive watershed 
management.  I see the proliferation of 
the North American beaver as one of 
the most important solutions to water 
shortage and watershed degradation 
problems of the 21st Century.  I am 
proud that the Beaver Project is part 
of The Lands Council: an organiza-
tion seeking unique alternatives to 
everyday environmental problems. 
 
The Lands Council still has DVD copies of Ian Timothy’s 
“Beaver Creek”, 5 animated shorts featured at the 
Sustainable September Film Festival for $10. Proceeds 
benefit TLC & Timothy’s beaver art & awareness. 
 
For more information, contact Joe Cannon at:  
jcannon@landscouncil.org; (509) 209-2402

cont. from page 1 

Beaver Project Director, Amanda Parrish watches 
as one beaver swims away and another hurries 
to join in their new, carefully-chosen home

Team Beaver works tirelessly to ensure each 
beaver involved in relocation is treated with 
the highest level of care- much higher in fact 
than they are often giving themselves during 
their long hours, often well into the evening 
& weekends. In attempts to fully equip our 
Team Beaver, we are asking for your support 
by donating the following items:

• Camping gear (thermarests, camp stove, 
sleeping bag liners, tent): $20-$200 value, 
depending on item

• Snow shoes: $100 value

• Trail cameras: $250 (each) value

• Inflatable kayak: $700 value

• Beaver Transport Vehicle (requires 4WD, 
good clearance, and enclosed back area): 
$20,000 value

Contact Amanda Parrish for more information, 
aparrish@landscouncil.org, 209-2408.

Beaver 
Wish List

Two beaver take a swim together during their 
short stay in the holding facility. Beaver mate for 
life & are extremely family oriented, increasing  
importance for capturing all family members.
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Community Engagement

The Lands Council is pleased to have wrapped up 
its seventh consecutive season of Spokane River toxics 

outreach and education!   
Chelsea Updegrove and 
Rachel Kahn, this year’s 
stellar interns, educated 
over 680 individuals in the 
greater Spokane commu-
nity (targeting primarily 
homeless and low-income 
folks), distributed over 570 
health advisories, and com-
pleted nearly 600 surveys.  
Sally Martinez logged 150 
surveys, passed out over 
550 health advisories, and 
educated nearly 450 people 
in Spokane’s Hispanic com-
munity.  Since 2004, TLC 
has educated 13,100 Spokane 
residents on PCBs in Spo-
kane River fish and heavy 
metals in its sediments, 
distributed 8,400 health 

advisories, and completed 4,500 surveys!  

2010 also saw two new components to our Spokane 
River toxics outreach and education program: riparian 
restoration and environmental education.  TLC planted 
roughly 600 trees on, or near portions of the Spokane 
River, and helped remove trash during the annual Spokane 
River Clean-up, sponsored by Friends of the Falls.  We 
also planted 3,770 trees along Hangman Creek, a major 
degraded tributary of the Spokane River.  Through  addi-
tional outreach efforts, TLC educated approximately 650 
elementary and middle school children on Spokane River 
and related water quality issues.  We’re hoping to expand 
our environmental education efforts in 2011.

Thanks to funding from the City of Spokane’s Lead Safe 
Spokane program, we’ve been able to resume blood lead 
testing of at-risk kids.  Together with the Spokane County 
Head Start/ECEAP/Early Head Start program, the WSU 
College of Nursing, and our nurse, Christy Himmelright, we 
tested 78 children (ages 6 and under) in 6 screenings held 
in September and October.  Eight kids (10%) exhibited ele-
vated blood lead levels.  This brings our grand total to 898  
Spokane kids tested since 2007!  TLC will continue our blood 
lead testing efforts into 2011 while funding remains. 

Environmental Health Outlook
By Kat Hall - Conservations Program Director

The Lands Council proudly made Spokane history this 
summer in helping to put on our city’s 1st Annual Summer 
Parkways event!  Spokane joined other cities throughout the 
nation in closing some of its streets to motorized vehicles 
for a portion of a day in favor of walking, biking, rolling, 
and other forms of active, human-powered transportation.  
The two events, held on July 11th and August 22nd, included 
activities, nutritious snacks, and more.  Over 1,500 partici-
pants took part in an effort to celebrate healthy lifestyles, 
promote physical activity, and build community.  

TLC also continues its work as a member of the Edu-
cation Coalition for Safe & Complete Streets.  Our goal is 
adoption of a Complete Streets ordinance for the City of Spo-
kane, which would direct planners and engineers to design 
roadways with all users in mind, including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, seniors, persons with disabilities, children, and 
transit riders.  The City of Airway Heights recently passed 
a Complete Streets Resolution and Ordinance.  Please sup-
port our efforts!  Read updates and learn about action you 
can take by joining the Facebook group “Complete Streets 

Spokane.”  Because walking or cycling in our city shouldn’t 
be a dangerous lifestyle choice.

Taking it to the Streets!
By Kat Hall - Conservations Program Director

Two young participants ride their bikes in the Bike Decorating contest 
during the 1st Annual Summer Parkways event, where streets were 
closed to motorized vehicles.

TLC encourages volunteers of 
all ages to get involved. Tree 
plantings offer a great opportunity 
for younger members
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A s  2 010  w i nd s  dow n ,  i n  
addition to the ultimate successes 
The Lands Council has experienced 
this year, change is also on the hori-
zon. Of these changes is the addition 
of myself, Amanda Swan, as Events 
Coordinator/Communications Spe-
cialist. I’ll be honest with you- my 
excitement to begin this new chapter 
in my life with an amazing organi-
zation is met with an overwhelming 
feeling of ‘where do I begin?’. 

Well to me, it makes the most 
sense to dive right in- to our biggest 
fundraiser of the year! As those who 
have attended our auction in the past 
know, we go big! We love spending a 
fun-filled evening with our members 
and friends, and at our 2010 auction, 
raised nearly $50,000! Kristi Foun-
tain, TLC’s amazing Events Coor-
dinator for 3 years has successfully 
increased attendance and donations 
in the past! These are big shoe’s to 
fill, but as mentioned, I am excited 
to do so. 

Once again, we are going to be 
at a brand new location for our 16th 
Annual Dinner & Auction! We are 
excited to hold our event at the beau-
tiful DoubleTree Hotel in downtown 
Spokane. Ticket sales will remain 
$60 this year, and will include a deli-

cious 3-course dinner with wine, a 
silent & live auction, free parking, 
and a night of socializing with like-
minded community members. I truly 
hope you can all make it out to this 
amazing event! 

On another note, I will be work-
ing to extend our current marketing 
& PR efforts through the use of social 
media, news releases, and additional 
marketing materials. I know there are 
many of you who use facebook and/or  
twitter. Though The Lands Council 
does currently have pages on both 
sites, we will be revamping our 
approach to increase and  tailor com-
munication to you, our members!

Overall, the possibilities are 
endless. New partnerships with 
some amazing local businesses and 
organizations are in the works, new 
marketing materials are being cre-
ated & ideas for fun, fresh events 
are being tossed around. 2011 just 
might be our most inf luential & suc-
cessful year to date. Aren’t you glad 
you get to come along for the ride? 
 
Become involved and share your ideas by joining 
TLC Auction Planning Committee! For meet-
ing dates & times, contact Amanda Swan at: 
aswan@landscouncil.org; (509) 209-2851.

on the docket

What’s New?

By Amanda Swan - Events Coordinator

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
THE LANDS COUNCIL 25 W. Main Ave, Ste 222, Spokane, WA 99201                            (please detach and mail)

I would like to become a member of The Lands Council! 
Name _____________________________           
Address____________________________________________       
Phone _____________________________________________
Email ______________________________________________
O $25 Fall New Members Fee                                                     Referred by: ___________________________
O  $100 Supporter                           O Check enclosed                                          
O  $250 Wildlife Supporter             O Please charge my credit card         Signature_______________________
O  $___________Other               Card #____________________________________ exp._____________ 

Welcome New  
Legacy Circle Members!  
(April 2010 – November 2010)

Watershed sponsor

$1000+ 
Kerry Masters

Susan Thompson
Bruce Greiner

Forest Champion

$500+ 
Ruth Pearson

WildliFe sponsor

$250+ 
Donald & Diana Storey 

Tim & Leigh Bishop
William & Linda Greene

For more information or to join the 
Legacy Circle, please contact Joie Owens, 
Development Director, at 509-209-2407 or 

jowens@landscouncil.org.
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AmAndA SwAn 
E v e n t s  C o o r d i n a t o r /
Communications Specialist

Amanda, born and raised in 
Spokane Valley, recently joined 
The Lands Council as Events 
Coordinator / Communications 
Specialist. An Eastern Washing-
ton University graduate with BA 
degrees in Journalism & Studio 
Art, Amanda is excited to take 
over the event planning & public relations efforts at TLC. 
In the past, Amanda has freelanced for The Liberty Lake 
Splash, completed internships with SCRAPS and Practi-
cal Horseman Magazine, and most recently worked in 
marketing for a local real estate company. In her spare 
time Amanda enjoys riding her horse Roxy, painting and 
spending time with friends, family and her pets. 

Joe CAnnon 
Beaver Project Senior Ecologist

Joe has been a life-long outdoor 
enthusiast, and has cultivated a zeal 
for the environment and preserving 
natural areas over the years. He 
is a native of Florida, where he 
earned his B.S. in Botany from 
the University of Florida. In the 
following years he worked with 
vegetation identification and other 

ecology monitoring crews, completed an AmeriCorps 
position with wetland restoration and most recently finished 
his AmeriCorps position as Beaver Project Assistant here 
at TLC. Joe holds an M.S. in Applied Science from Oregon 
State University, and has had aspirations of working with 
beaver for many years. He looks forward to the opportunity 
to work full time with the Beaver Solution Project. In his 
spare time he enjoys playing drums, tennis and bowling. 
He also really likes cooking, and creating new vegetarian 
recipes.

new BoArd memBerS

    We are pleased to welcome Kirsten Angell, 

Chris Brandvold, Lorie Rambo and Debbie Reed to 
our Board of Directors! For more information on 
each of the new members, please visit our website: 
www.landscouncil.org/contact/board_of_directors.asp

FArewell

The Lands Council wishes a fond farewell to Kristi 
Fountain, and thanks her for her hard work and dedication 
while running our events for the past three years! Kristi 
has moved on as the Marketing Coordinator for Sun People 
Dry Goods Co. 

We also say goodbye to Kate Cornwall, who’s worked 
as our AmeriCorps staff member this past year, working 
tirelessly as our Volunteer and Restoration Coordinator!  
We will miss the many skills she brought to The Lands 
Council, and wish her well in all future endeavors.

We wish a fond farewell to board member Anne Martin.  
After six years, Anne will be leaving our Board of 
Directors at the end of this year. As the current director 
of the Greater Spokane Progress Alliance, a fast-growing 
organization, Anne will now have more time to devote to 
her work with local progressive organizations. We thank 
you, Anne, for your time and dedication to The Lands 
Council for the past six years (and beyond)!

Internal News

Hello,
 GoodBye...
By Debbie Boswell - Administrative Director

Save the D ate
The Lands Council’s

16th Annual Dinner & Auction

Saturday, April 16th, 2011
The DoubleTree Hotel

322 N. Spokane Falls Ct.
Spokane, WA 99201

5:00 PM - 10:00 PM
$60 per individual guest
$400 for 8-person table

Contact Amanda Swan for more information:
(509) 209-2851 or aswan@landscouncil.org
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Volunteer Efforts

business Partners

Our Business Partners are 
large and small businesses 
which give time and support 
to sustain The Land Council's 
mission of preserving and 
revitalizing Inland Northwest 
forests, water and wildlife. 
Membership is an honor 
extended to supporters who 
contribute cash or in-kind 
donations of $150 or more 
annually to the Lands Council.  

There are many benefits to 
becoming a Business Partner 
with The Lands Council. 
Some of these benefits include:  
 
• information and education 
at quarterly breakfasts
• marketing at events, on 
our website, and in our 
quarterly newsletter
•     flexibility  to  choose  from 
our menu of sponsorship 
opportunities.
 
Do you own a business? 
Do you know someone who 
does?  Why not take part in 
the many benefits that are 
associated with partnering 
with The Lands Council? 

To become part of the Lands 
Council’s Business Partner 
Program, contact Joie Owens 
at jowens@landscouncil.org, or  
509-209-2407.

Working Together

Volunteers, board members, and 
staff did a fantastic job restoring 
Spokane’s natural habitat this year!  
Restoration projects varied from 
planting willow whips via canoe along 
Hangman Creek to educational tree 
plantings on the Gonzaga campus. 
Approximately 775 volunteers planted 
over 7,850 trees at 9 different sites 
throughout the Spokane area.  Thank 
you to all of the volunteers and pro-
grams, such as Garfield A.P.P.L.E. 
and Gonzaga’s Earthbound and Shaw 
Connection programs, who made this 
possible!  

When we were unable to plant 
trees in those hot, summer months, we had equally dedicated vol-
unteers assisting us on many projects.  Approximately 66 people 
volunteered for the first Spokane Summer Parkways event, and that 
number grew to 86 volunteers for the second event.  Our 5-person 
beaver outreach team, all students and interns from the Northwest, 
represented The Lands Council at farmers markets, fairs, and festivals 
all over Eastern Washington.   Their efforts engaged many different 
 communities and educated youth and adults with lasting impact.  We 
hope many of these volunteers will return in the years to come.

By Kate Cornwall - Volunteer & Restoration Coordinator

A young volunteer works hard to plant 
one of the 7,850 trees planted at one of 
9 different sites in 2010.

Thank Youto our $1,000+
Business Partners in 2010!
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Newsletter

A Green HolidAy SeASon...
The Holiday Season can present some definite challenges to our environment. One million 
extra tons of garbage is thrown away between Christmas & New years- a large majority 

of it being wrapping paper! Here are some easy tips to make your  
Holiday Season as cheerful and green as possible.

1. Recycle gift wrap & ribbons. According to Robert Lilenfeld, author of “Use Less 
Stuff: Environmental Solutions for who we really are,” if each family reused 2 feet of 

holiday ribbon, we’d have enough to tie a bow around the entire planet!
2. Choose living. No, artificial trees do not result in cutting our precious trees. However, 
they do consume significant energy, are made from hard-to-recycle materials, and often 

end up in land fills unable to decompose. Live trees, grown on tree farms, do not effect our 
forests, are re-grown annually, and contribute to our air quality during growth.

3. Recycle your live tree. Now that you’ve made the decision to buy live- follow through 
with your “green” efforts by recycling it after the holidays! Instead of sitting in a landfill, 

these trees can be ground into wood chips & used to prevent erosion at a local watersheds.
4. Use LED lights. Low-energy lights, such as LED lights are 90% more effective  

than standard lights, saving valuable electricity.
5. buy Local. Gifts purchased from many of the larger retailers are transported from 

halfway around the world which contribute to greenhouse emissions & global warming. 
Support your local economy by purchasing locally-made (often less expensive) gifts!

6. Give a gift that gives back. The Lands Council is currently offering gift memberships 
for only $25! Give your loved ones something they can truly cherish- a membership to an 

organization fighting for their environment’s future!


