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The Lands Council preserves and revitalizes our Inland Northwest forests, water, and 
wildlife through advocacy, education, effective action, and community engagement. 
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It’s Auction Time Again! Save the Date.
18th Annual Auction to take place Saturday, April 13th, 2013
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On Saturday, April 13th The Lands Council is excited to 
host April Showers, our 18th Annual Dinner and Auction, 
once again at the DoubleTree Hotel in downtown Spokane.  
April Showers is The Lands Council’s largest fundraising 
event of the year, hosting 400 guests for an evening of fun, 
excitement and good company. 

As always, the event promises hundreds of silent auc-
tion items, a wonderful three-course dinner with wine, the 
crowd-pleasing raffle, and the opportunity to take home one 
of the many wonderful Live Auction items. “This year, dona-
tions are steadily coming in, allowing us to put together 
an especially exciting line-up of silent and live items,” said 
Development Director, Amanda Swan. “I can assure you 
that guests will be happy to find that their favorite auction 
items will be back this year – mixed in with an array of 
new items.”

New items won’t be the only addition to April Show-
ers this year. The Lands Council is especially anxious to 
introduce, for the first time ever, the lively and interactive 
“Dessert Dash” which will kick-off the Live Auction por-
tion of the evening. “The Dessert Dash is a fun way for us 
to get individual tables involved, create a little bit of that 

competitive spirit we all love, and highlight some of our 
area’s best bakers!” After pooling bids toward an array of 
delectable desserts, the tables with the highest bid amount 
will have the chance to dash to the dessert table, selecting 
their choice of treat. 

Guests will then have the opportunity to enjoy their 
dessert of choice as the highlight of the night, the Live 
Auction, kicks off. Amongst the Live Auction line-up at 
this point are getaways to places like Disneyland and Los 
Cabos, Schweitzer condo stays, and nearby stay and play 
packages in Walla Walla, Sandpoint, and Portland. “This 
year, we’ve made the decision to lessen the number of live 
auction items we offer, therefore enabling us to offer the 
best of the very best for our line-up!” added Swan.

As many will remember, the silent auction underwent 
a makeover last year, organizing items by their monetary 
value instead of category, with table closings starting at the 
lower-priced tables and working their way toward the new 
“Almost Live” table which will close right before dinner. 
This format worked especially well and will remain in place 
during this year’s event.

 “Mixing all items together allows folks cont. on pg 3
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Before becoming a conservation advo-
cate I worked as an engineer, with a focus on 
water and energy. So, I find it very interest-
ing when my background can be applied to 
our work here at The Lands Council. Why 
does it matter that stormwater from streets 
and parking lots is flowing into our rivers?  
Because toxic substances, such as PCBs, are 
entering the Spokane River through storm-
water. These long-lasting chemicals make 
their way into fish and damage humans 
who eat the fish. The City of Spokane just 
committed nearly half a billion dollars to 
create an Integrated Clean Water Plan. 
The Lands Council, working with the city, 
is committed to helping our community 
make the decisions and investments that 

will lead to improved water quality and safety for river users. We are in conversa-
tions with the city to help them develop several pilot projects, which could include 
conducting door to door outreach on stormwater issues and helping design the 
projects.  We are also part of a stakeholder group to develop an incentive based 
stormwater ordinance.  

The traditional approach for managing stormwater runoff from rain and 
snowmelt is to use storm drains, buried pipes, large holding tanks, and wastewater 
treatment plants. This approach works in some parts of the city where stormwater 
combines with sewers, and where separating those flows is technically difficult 
and very expensive.  The city has recognized that stormwater is contaminated 
throughout the city and keeping that stormwater on-site through the use of Green 
Infrastructure is a very effective alternative. Several years ago the city built the 
Lincoln Street and Broadway stormwater projects, which showcased some green 
infrastructure techniques. However, these projects were expensive and did not 
include a public outreach component that is needed. Our goal in working with the 
city is to find cost effective solutions and increase the knowledge of city residents 
about stormwater options. 

Green Infrastructure is an approach that works with nature to manage 
stormwater as close to its source as possible. There are many practices that have 
been used such as storm gardens, vegetated rooftops, rain barrels, and permeable 
pavements. By implementing Green Infrastructure, water can be managed in a 
way that reduces the impact of built areas and promotes the natural movement 
of water within an ecosystem or watershed. A suite of solutions could incentivize 
a reduction in impervious surfaces, capture stormwater closer to the source, and 
minimize swale size, and incorporate native vegetation on the site.  The Lands 
Council is researching new cost effective designs and I am excited to be working 
with the City of Spokane,  the Spokane Riverkeeper, and  Lewis and Clark High 
School students  to protect our river.

The lengthening days have me thinking of rivers and planting trees.  If you 
are interested in doing both at the same time, please contact us here.  We plan on 
planting thousands of willows along Hangman Creek and I have a small fleet of 
inflatable kayaks to reach some of the sites along the creek.  Depending on river 
flows and weather, this will happen in May and early June. Stay tuned for emails 
alerts about other tree planting opportunities in April, as well as some potential 
stormwater projects during Earth Day.
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to bid on an array of items no matter 
what time they arrive to the event,” 
said Swan. The start time for the event 
this year is 5:00 p.m., a half-hour later 
than years prior. This decision came 
in response to comments that April 
Showers starts a bit too early. 

Limiting the Live Auction line-up 
to 22 items this year in hopes of main-
taining an engaged audience through-
out, The Lands Council is excited to 
increase the level of items featured on 
the “Almost Live” silent auction table. 
“Just as it sounds, the Almost Live 
table is home to all of those amazing 
items that are truly deserving of being 
featured in the Live Auction, but that 
we just couldn’t squeeze in,” said Swan. 
“We love this idea because it gives folks 
the opportunity to bid on and take 
home a really exclusive package or item 
that they may have otherwise refrained 
from in the Live Auction – for instance, 
more local getaway’s, beautiful artwork 
and more!”

Once again, this year, guests will 
be offered the choice of three different 
dinner entrées – each accompanied by a 
salad and delicious dessert. This year’s 
entrée choices include the Draper 
Valley Chicken Chop which is served 

with a saffron reduction and quinoa 
with roasted vegetables (gluten-free); 
The Penne a la Milanaise, once again 
this year’s vegetarian option offers 
penne with wild burgundy mushrooms 
in a tomato sauce; or the vegan, gluten-
free option of quinoa tossed with 
roasted vegetables. 

With wonderful key sponsors (see 
sidebar for our current auction sponsor 
line-up), auction tables are being sold 
quickly this year, Swan explained. “It’s 
bittersweet to sell out this event,” she 
said. “Of course we’d love to have a 
packed house, but we’d hate to get to 
a point where our wonderful members 
had to be turned away, so I encour-
age everyone intending on coming to 
reserve their tickets as soon as pos-
sible.” 

Tickets are available for $65/
person which covers the cost of dinner, 
wine, event parking, and the opportu-
nity to be a part of one of Spokane’s 
premier fundraising events. Tables of 
eight can also be purchased for $450. 
Those interested in attending April 
Showers are encouraged to contact 
Amanda Swan at aswan@landscouncil.
org or at 509-209-2851 before March 
27th.

TLC Events
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Forest Watch

Protecting old growth forests has 
long been one of our core missions at the 
Lands Council.  On the National Forests 
in our region, logging old growth is no 
longer considered acceptable by the U.S. 
Forest Service, conservation groups and 
now the timber industry.  Unfortunately 
this is not the case on Mt. Spokane, where 
an expansion proposal threatens the larg-
est intact old growth forest in Spokane 
County. Below, you can read a recent 
news release the Save Mt. Spokane Coali-
tion sent out and see photos of this beauti-
ful intact forest. 
             - Mike

The Washington State Court of 
Appeals  has enjoined the Washington 
State Parks Commission and ski area 
concessionaire, Mt. Spokane 2000 
(MS 2000) from timber harvest and 
any construction activities on the 
undeveloped west side of Mt. Spokane 
until the Lands Council’s lawsuit is 
decided.  The Lands Council chal-
lenged  the decision to reclassify the 
area to allow a new lift and runs.

“The Court has agreed with the 
Lands Council that allowing MS 
2000, the ski area concessionaire, to 
cut new runs and grade the site for 
installation of a new chairlift should 
not take place until our case is heard,” 
said Mike Petersen, Executive Direc-
tor of the Lands Council.  

According to the Washington 
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion’s own Staff Report, the for-
ests at issue in this case “represent 
the highest level of significance of 
natural resources in the State Parks 
system.”  Staff “determined that the 

proposed ski area 
expansion is likely 
to have a significant 
adverse impact on 
the environment.”  
The Lands Coun-
cil’s court challenge 
simply stated that an 
environmental impact 
statement should 
have been prepared 
before the Com-
mission made the 
decision to remove 
protections for the 
natural area and 
which would allow 
expansion of the ski 
area.

“The loss of 
old growth provid-
ing habitat for rare species such as 
northern goshawk, Canada lynx and 
wolverine would be permanent and 
should not be allowed inside a State 
Park,” said Jeff Juel, forest policy 
director at the Lands Council. 

The Save Mt Spokane Coalition, 
a group formed to protect the wildlife 
and natural habitat on the moun-
tain is opposed to the expansion and 
believes that MS 2000 should focus 
on improvements to the ski area that 
already impacts 2/3 of the mountain’s 
alpine habitat.  The Coalition has 
even prepared an alternative vision, 
entitled  Mt. Spokane 2020, for the 
park that includes upgrades to lifts, 
lodge and new runs within the exist-
ing ski area on the north, east and 
south sides of the mountain. Please 
see: http://savemtspokane.org/Mt_
Spokane_2020_files/mt.spokane_bro-
chure-1.pdf 

“It is unfortunate that during a 
state budget crisis, the State Park and 
concessionaire are asking taxpayers 
for lodge and parking improvements.  
They already received $250,000 of 
tax payer funds in 2012 for building 
improvements” said Chris Bachman, 
of the Sierra Club. Bachman, who 
went on to say, “MS 2000 clearly has 
the obligation under their contract 

to personally fund those improve-
ments. Those improvements are not 
the responsibility of taxpayers. Other 
ski areas in the region don’t get a 
taxpayer handout to operate their ski 
areas - they find investors, apply for 
a loan, and have a business plan.   To 
my knowledge, MS 2000 has never 
completed a promised concessionaire 
plan, which is required by the Master 
Facilities Plan that was approved in 
2010.”

A report completed by Pacific 
Biodiversity Institute, commissioned 
by MS 2000 states, “There are sig-
nificant areas of old-growth forest 
within the BSA (Biological Survey 
Area). These forests provide habitat 
for wildlife species dependent on late-
successional forest condition. Much 
of the rest of the forests within the 
BSA also have some old, large trees 
and are moving toward old-growth 
conditions.”  “MS 2000’s own report 
identifies old growth forest within the 
expansion area,” stated Jeff Lambert 
of the Spokane Mountaineers.

“Mt Spokane is a key part of the 
natural heritage of our region and 
must be protected” said Bachman. “If 
this magnificent old growth forest is 
allowed to be cut down, future genera-
tions will lose out, and rare species 
on the mountain will feel the impacts.  
Once chased away, the wildlife may 
never return”.

appellate court puts hold on logging Mt. spokane Park

“Documenting a Presidents Day trip at Mt. Spokane State 
Park. The paint and ribbons indicate the location of proposed 
ski runs though old-growth habitat on the pristine west side 
of the mountain, which would clearcut and fragment the 
habitat for wildlife such as Canada lynx, pine marten, north-
ern goshawks, and several others.”
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Watershed Restoration

internships available in ecological restoration
By Amanda Parrish - Watershed Programs Director

It’s no secret we get a lot done here at The Lands 
Council.  But each year as our programs expand our 
staff does not, and so we rely on the hard work of vol-
unteers and interns to help us get important jobs done.  
This year, we have more internship opportunities than 
ever as Joe Cannon, our lead ecologist, has been struc-
turing and interviewing applicants for new positions 
focusing on urban ecology, restoration, and other means 
of providing environmental industry perspective and 
interdisciplinary experience.  

Examples of potential projects include:  establish-
ing a permaculture showcase plot, vacant lots to habi-
tat corridors in Spokane, and community forests for 
eastern Washington.   He is also staffing at least one 
field botany assistant.  All intern positions are unpaid, 
and approximately 10-20hrs/week during the summer 
months.  If you or someone you know is interested in 
learning more about available internships with The 
Lands Council, please contact Joe for position and appli-
cation details at 509-209-2402 or jcannon@landscoun-
cil.org.  

Additionally, we have been visiting restoration sites 
to monitor seasonal beaver activity and tree vigor.   It 
is important to gauge beaver dam complex stability 
during high run-off events, and minimize beaver human 
conflicts in this category.  Trees and shrubs are more 
heavily impacted by small rodents and ungulates during 
the colder months, because there is less herbaceous food 
to choose 
from.   The 
more we 
learn from 
the winter 
months, 
the better 
we can 
prepare 
during the 
summer for 
the subse-
quent cold 
seasons.  

riparian restoration in Hangman creek
By Kat Hall - Conservation Programs Director

In our last newsletter, TLC 
introduced a new Ecology-funded 
project in which we’ll be working 
to reduce fecal coliform bacteria, 
temperature, and turbidity in the 
degraded Hangman Creek watershed 
by enhancing and restoring ripar-
ian buffers.  Community Outreach 
Coordinator Matt West—assisted 
by Lewis & Clark High School stu-
dent Caitlyn Hughes—has already 
conducted hours of door-to-door out-
reach with residents along Marshall 
and California Creeks and has identi-
fied several landowners interested 
in planting on their properties this 
spring.  

Our public education component 
focuses on four topic areas which 
affect water quality in the Hang-
man Creek watershed: responsible 
lawn care, pet and farm animal waste 
management, septic system care, and 
erosion control.  In the next four 

newsletters, we’ll be sharing tips 
from each of these categories, begin-
ning with septic system care this 
issue.

Own riparian property in the 
Hangman Creek watershed?  Inter-
ested in planting trees and shrubs 
along the streambanks?  Contact Kat 
at 209-2403.

Septic System Care
We all know that materials in septic sys-
tems are not good for us or the environ-
ment. A poorly managed septic system 
can make a mess in your yard, and 
repairs or replacements are far more 
expensive than regular maintenance. 
Poor management can also contami-
nate the local waters and cause prob-
lems for people who live downstream.

• Conserve water and maintain 
adequate vegetative cover over 
the drainfield.
• Restrict use of your garbage dis-
posal as it can double the amount 
of solids added to the tank.
• Pesticides, paints, solvents, 
poisons, and other chemicals 
shouldn’t be dumped down the 
drain into a septic system because 
they may kill soil microorganisms 
that help break down sewage.
• Ensure that foundation drains, 
roof, gutter, and surface waters 
from paved areas do not flow over 
the septic tank or the drainfield.
• Discourage root damage by 
keeping trees at least 100’ away 
from the septic system.
• Never flush cat litter, disposable 
diapers, sanitary napkins, tam-
pons, paper towels, facial tissues, 
coffee grounds, or cigarette butts 
and filters.
• Periodically have the solids 
pumped out of the septic tank. A 
pump schedule can be found at:
http://tinyurl.com/septictable. 
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Urban Ecology

The winter weather hasn’t stopped 
The Lands Council and area science 
students from embarking on some 
memorable f ield trips already this 
year! Thanks to Lookout Pass Ski & 
Recreation Area and Gonzaga Out-
doors, classes from three north Idaho 
SUSTAIN schools—Lake City High 
School, St. Maries High School, and 
Post Falls High School —are strapping 
on snowshoes, forging up hills, and dig-
ging snow pits this winter!  Raw data 
collected by the students for snow-water 
equivalent (SWE) from these sample 
snow pits will be extrapolated to esti-
mate the volume of water that will be 
available as a natural resource to the 
entire Lake Coeur d’Alene Watershed 
this year.  Students will also graph 
historical SNOTEL (snow telemetry) 
data for SWE and evaluate the role of a 
changing climate in the management of 
water resources in the Inland NW.

Recently, we also had the opportunity to visit Rose Lake 
once again, this time with students from Post Falls High 
School. The students completed a water-quality testing 
lesson, where findings will be compared to data collected 
by other schools in the fall and later this spring as a collab-
orative effort. Once the testing portion of the field trip was 
complete, students had the opportunity to enjoy ice fishing 
off the dock!

Hard-working students from the MEAD Alternative 
High School will participate in six in-class SUSTAIN lessons 
in March before they head outside to help us with nursery 
preparation and tree-planting.  Expect many more fun and 
educational field trips with our eight Project SUSTAIN 
schools all spring as we continue to schedule them!       

Winter fun with Project sustain
By Kat Hall - Conservation Programs Director

Save the Date
Earth Day Spokane 2013
Saturday, April 20th
Held on Main Street, downtown Spokane, 
between Browne & Division

Street fair, music, activities, fun!
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Watershed Restoration

TLC is gearing up for another 
busy spring restoration season!  We’re 
in the midst of planning a community-
wide, kid-friendly tree-planting event 
to celebrate Earth Day on Saturday, 
April 20th from 9-11 a.m. along 
Garden Springs Creek next to the 
Finch Arboretum.  Come help us 
plant, and then join us on Main Ave. 
(between Browne and Division) for 
the 2013 Earth Day Spokane down-
town festival and street fair, which 
goes until 4 p.m.  Enjoy earth-friendly 
community booths School, “green” 
activities for children of all ages, local 
food vendors, live music, art, and 
much more.  Everyone is welcome!  
It’s free and fun!  

Don’t miss Earth Day in the 
Dishman Hills Natural Resources 

Conservation Area (DHNRCA)!  Join 
hundreds of community volunteers 
on Sunday, April 21st from 12 noon 
until 4 p.m. and participate in trail 
building, tree/shrub planting, habitat 
restoration, tree thinning, and trash 
removal.  For more information and 
to register, please visit the following 
link:  http://www.dishmanhills.org/
Default.aspx?pageId=1053173&even
tId=562757&EventViewMode=Eve
ntDetails

Project SUSTAIN classes will 
also be planting thousands of willow 
and cottonwood whips throughout 
the Hangman Creek watershed this 
spring.  And stay tuned for upcom-
ing seedling potting activities at our 
nursery in early-April.

spring restoration efforts
By Kat Hall - Conservation Programs Director

april shower Wish List
We’re hard at work to make our 18th Annual dinner and auction the best in Lands Council history - after all, this 

year also marks our 30th year as an organization, giving plenty to celebrate! Please help us in making this year’s event 
a success by:

1. ATTENDING - This is an easy one; who wouldn’t want to come to the best event of the year? Remember, tickets 
are only $65 and include dinner, wine and parking - plus all the fun you’re sure to have. 

2. DONATING - Here at The Lands Council, we pride ourselves in offering a wonderful lineup of silent and live 
auction items. Have something you think would make a great item? Let us know! 

 Item Wish List:
  - Gonzaga University Basketball tickets   - Jewelry
  - Airline Miles      - Outdoor Gear
  - Local Getaways     - Seahawks and/or Mariners tickets
  - Hand-made items     - Hotel points
  - Art       - Gift certificates/Services

to download this year’s procurement form, visit http://www.landscouncil.org/documents/pf13.pdf

3. SPONSORING - Do you own or work for a company who’d benefit from being a part of a large-scale, well-
publicized event like April Shower? Sponsorship levels are an affordable way to promote your business to a great group 
of local members and other business partners. For more info, contact Amanda at (509) 209-2851.
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