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The Lands Council’s 16th Annual Dinner & Auction

By Amanda Swan- Special Events Coordinator
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As the days are, once again, becoming slightly longer, 
and the sun begins shining a little brighter, the anticipa-
tion of Spring is in the air. Though, we too cant wait for 
warmer weather, there is a secondary reason that The 
Lands Council is anxiously anticipating the upcoming 
months – April Showers! 

Yes, tradition says April Showers bring May flowers, 
but this year, those showers bring something equally spe-
cial; The Lands Council’s 16th Annual Dinner & Auction 
to be held Saturday, April 16th at The DoubleTree Hotel 
in Downtown Spokane. 

The Lands Council’s largest fund-raising event of the 
year, April Showers offers a fun & exciting opportunity for 
supporters, members and guests to come together, share 
their support and help to raise funds for the year to come. 

Though this tradition has remained the same for the 
past fifteen years, in our 16th year, The Lands Council is 
embracing the new in their choice of location, moving to 
The DoubleTree Hotel. The new location appealed to us 
for many reasons including the central, downtown location, 
bright, open space and the hotel’s agreement to offer guests 
free parking for the evening.

We are happy to, once again be serving a full three-
course meal with complimentary wine to our guests, also 
catered by The DoubleTree. Entrée choices, including veg-
etarian, vegan & gluten-free options will ensure all guests, 
no matter their diets, are welcome & taken care of.

And of course, there will be hundreds of amazing silent 
& live auction items present at the auction. From pampering 
and nights on the town, to artwork & fun outdoors equip-
ment, we can ensure the variety will appeal to all! 

Though live auction items are still rolling in daily and 
packages are being prepared, we can also ensure our 2011 
Live auction will be the most exciting yet. With vacation 
getaway’s, experienced-based activities and more, the live 
auction is sure to be the highlight of the evening.

Once again this year, the Pick-A-Card Raffle will offer 
attendees a chance to claim their choice of almost any Live 
Auction item- before others even have a chance to bid! Pur-
chase your $20 card and keep those fingers crossed that 
yours is the one chosen after dinner. Just think of all the 
amazing packages you’ll choose from- for only $20!

Tickets to April Showers are $60 per individual guest, 
or $400 for an eight-person table. So please, gather your 
friends, co-workers & family, and join us for an amazing 
evening that directly supports The Lands Council’s efforts 
to protect & preserve the Inland Northwest’s forests, water 
& wildlife.

For more information or to purchase t ick-
ets, please contact Amanda Swan at 209.2851 or  
aswan@landscouncil.org.

Special Auction Addition
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Winter is a very special time 
in the Inland Northwest, and this 
has been a beautiful, snowy one- 
particularly in the mountains. A 
few weeks ago I was fortunate to 
spend an entire day with Senator 
Maria Cantwell.  We travelled to 
the Colville National Forest, took 
a hike (snow was compacted) up 
toward Sherman Peak in the pro-
posed Bald/Snow Wilderness, 
and visited with a supportive 
ranching family, John and Melva 
Dawson. We talked about new 
Wilderness and how it could best 
happen on the Colville National 
Forest.  

Accompanied by Board Pres-
ident, Steve Llewellyn, we hiked 
with the Senator for about an 
hour and a half from the top of 
Sherman pass. Although it was 
snowing, offering poor visibility for the hike, everyone seemed to have fun and 
it was a positive experience to venture into the wild, roadless areas in the Kettle 
River Range, located north of Spokane in Ferry County, as well as the Selkirk 
Mountains further east from the core of our Wilderness proposal. We were pleased 
Senator Cantwell wanted a first-hand experience and that the experience was so 
positive.

We also visited the Dawson Ranch where John Dawson explained why he would 
support Wilderness for their allotment, saying the new designation wouldn’t impact 
his operations.  Another rancher, Brian Gotham, also went into detail about how 
Wilderness wouldn’t change how he is currently running cattle on his allotment.  
Grazing is allowed in Wilderness but some ranchers have shown concern that it 
would make it their jobs harder.  The Lands Council has committed to working with 
Colville ranchers during the upcoming allotment management plan updates.

Overall it was a good day, and having the Senator travel with me gave us a 
lot of time to connect and discuss a range of conservation and other issues.  There 
are on-going conversations and I will let you know how our efforts to gain new 
Wilderness progresses in the coming months.

In other forest news, our idea of creating old growth reserves in the national 
forests of Idaho and Montana took another step forward when Idaho Panhandle 
Forest Supervisor, Ranotta McNair agreed to convene a meeting of forest scien-
tists and stakeholders to discuss how a reserve system might work.  Currently 
the Idaho Panhandle National Forest has far less old growth than indicated by 
historical records and our reserve system would set aside new areas for protection. 
 
Sincerely,

Mike Petersen

Mike Petersen poses with Senator Cantwell & Tim  
Coleman of Conservation Northwest during the  
Wilderness hike in February.
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Business Partner Highlight

Think Globally, Act Locally
TLC’s Partnership with Sante’

Luckily, TLC plans to extend the benefits of our new 
partnership with Sante’ to our members! The collaborative 
effort to increase awareness of the importance of land protec-
tion has resulted in an exciting approach. 

This year, TLC & Sante’ will be offering an educational, 
hands-on experience to a lucky number of participants. 
Get ready to hike, explore, forage and learn- all under the 
leadership of Jeremy Hansen, Chef & Owner of Sante’ & Mike 
Petersen, TLC Executive Director. 

See, first-hand, the importance land protection has 
on our forests, wildlife, community and food! Hear from an 
expert- one who strives every day to use only locally-grown, 
organic foods his approach and ideas for the future. 

Experience the farm-to-table approach to eating 
by enjoying breakfast, lunch & dinner freshly-prepared 
by Jeremy. 

And ultimately gain insight to the current state of 
our lands and food, where we are headed, and how you can 
make a difference.

The hike & OvernighT fOr insighT 2011 

with Sante’ & the LandS CounCiL 
The TEN spots for this experience will be auctioned off 

at April Showers, TLC’s Annual Dinner & Auction to be held 
Saturday, April 16th, 2011 at The DoubleTree Hotel. 

The Sante’ 
Experience

When The Lands Council team 
was first introduced to Jeremy Hansen, 
chef and owner of Sante’ Restaurant, 
we thought two things. One, ‘Wow, 
what a perfect fit for a partnership!” 
and two, “When do we get to try his 
raved-about food?” Well, The Lands 
Council is pleased to announce that 
both areas have been covered. We’ve 
tasted the food- and trust us, it’s 
even better than expected. But most 
importantly, in February we welcomed 
Sante’ as a new Business Member & 
Sponsor. 

Sante’ Restaurant & Charcuterie, 
Spokane’s premier fine-dining experi-
ence, revolves around a commitment to 
localism, community and a dedication 
to serving only the highest-quality, 
locally-grown foods. An experience 
chef, educated at Le Courdon Bleu 
Culinary Institute, Jeremy Hansen 
solidified his understanding for sus-
tainability during his education. Since 
then, he has applied that knowledge to 
his cooking in Portland, New York and 
finally back in home in Spokane.  

One of the highlights of the night 
at The Lands Council’s highly-suc-
cessful February Open House was 
when attendees had the chance to taste 
Sante’s gourmet, locally-grown, food 
while also hearing from Jeremy on his 
new partnership with TLC.

That partnership, Jeremy explains, 
is one he is excited to engage in due 
to the nearly-identical missions of his 
restaurant and TLC. “It makes sense. 
The Lands Council is here to protect 

our land and what we have for natural 
resources- and that’s exactly what I’m 
doing.”

The Lands Council’s protective 
work of Inland Northwest lands 
also enables Sante’ to get the food 
and products they need. “Without 
that protection, it would be hard for 
me,” explained Jeremy in regards to 
his commitment to serving only the 
highest-quality foods. “This partner-
ship helps me find better food for my 
people,” he says. “If I want healthy food, 
I have to help the people who are help-
ing us get there. The Lands Council is 
doing just that.” 

The collaborative work that The 
Lands Council currently strives to 
maintain with area ranchers and farm-
ers is also something Jeremy benefits 
from in his restaurant. “The farmers 
and ranchers are the most important 
because they’re the ones making the 
final decision on what they’re putting 
on their lands & crops.”

Jeremy looks forward to building 
upon the already-solid partnership by 
working with The Lands Council team 
to organize awareness-based hikes and 
overnight, educational experiences that 
focus on areas of importance to TLC 
and Sante’. 

By hiking into the back country, 
highlighting areas of need and show-
ing participants the effects lands 
management has on food, Jeremy & 
TLC hope to increase support and 
awareness for the work they’re doing. 
[See sidebar]

In addition to his partnership 
with The Lands Council, Jeremy is a 
committed and well-established com-
munity member, sitting on the Board 
of Directors for The Spokane Public 
Market and supporting many addi-
tional movements and causes. 

Next on his plate is the opening 
of The Sapphire Lounge in early May. 
The new lounge, located inside The 
Hotel Ruby at 901 W. 1st Ave, will 
feature a “Tasting Menu” consisting 
of small bites that Hansen describes 
as eclectic “food art”. As is the case at 
Sante’, all menu options will stem from 
natural, healthy and locally-grown 
food. The drinks, to be made from 
freshly-squeezed juices are promised 
to compliment the menu and will 
remain consistent with the farm-to-
table theme.

“If we care about ourselves, care 
about our land, then we care about the 
food out of our land. Everything is con-
nected, we are all connected.”



4 • The Lands Council

Community Engagement

Mark your ca lendars!  
Spring is coming and it’s almost 
time to plant, plant, plant!  The 
Lands Council is in the midst 
of filling our spring restora-
tion season with lots of fun 
events, all of which depend 
on our committed volunteers.  
Here’s a taste of what’s in the 
works so far:

rei-dishman Hills  
2011 service day

Building on last year’s momen-
tum, TLC, REI, the Dishman 
Hills Natural Area Associa-
tion, Spokane County Parks,           
Spokane Mountaineers, Back-
country Horsemen, and others 
will be sponsoring a service 
day on saturday, 4/9 from  
10 a.m. until 1 p.m. This project will include planting trees 
and shrubs, noxious weed removal, trash cleanup, trail       
maintenance, and preparation of a native plant garden. 
Everyone is welcome! For more information and to register, 
please visit www.REI.com/Spokane. 

Help us pot seedlings! 

We need lots of hands to help 
us put our newly-acquired 
seedlings into pots and arrange 
them into rows at our nursery 
site in Spokane Valley. Every-
one is welcome! We expect to do 
this during the week of 4/11; 
dates and times TBA.

turnbull national Wildlife 
refuge Party

Help celebrate Interna-
tional Migratory Bird Day! 
Turnbull NWR and the Spo-
kane Audubon Society will host 
a community work party at the 
Refuge on saturday, 5/14 from 
9 a.m. until noon. Support their  
ongoing efforts in restoring 
native riparian habitat to ben-

efit birds and other wildlife species. Hundreds of native 
saplings will be planted, and fencing will be built at the 
project site to protect the trees from deer, elk, and moose 
browsing. Potluck lunch to follow the work party. Everyone 
is welcome! Please call 235-4723 to register. 

restoration ready!
By Kat Hall - Conservations Program Director

Helping to plant seedlings offers a fun & rewarding experience 
for all members of the family. Visit our website for planting dates 
& times.

As part of a Whitworth University Service-Learning 
Project, TLC will be planting trees on campus with stu-
dents from two Rhetoric and Critical Thinking classes on 
Tuesday, 4/19. 

And, in conjunction with AP Environmental Science 
classes from Lewis & Clark, North Central, and Shadle 
Park High Schools, TLC and the City of Spokane’s Urban 
Forestry Department will be leading a Ponderosa Pine 
Matching Project. Students will go door-to-door in their 
respective neighborhoods, distributing educational mate-
rials on the benefits of Ponderosa pine and other native 
trees and shrubs. Residents will be able to place an order 
for a FREE Ponderosa pine or other local native seedling 
(oceanspray or mock orange) to plant on their property in 
the spring. 

Students will match each tree ordered by planting 
a Ponderosa pine seedling during a tree planting event 

in April or May, ide-
ally to take place in one 
of the neighborhoods. 
Students will take tree 
species orders in March 
and deliver all seedlings 
in April, “Girl Scout 
cookie” style! Residents 
will also have the oppor-
tunity to donate to our 
urban forest restoration 
efforts if they choose. 

Questions? Need 
more  i n for mat ion? 
Please check our website 
at www.landscouncil.org 
or call Kat at 209-2403.

area students to Partner with tLc
 By Kat Hall - Conservations Program Director

The mighty Ponderosa Pine
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save Mt. spokane

What’s New?

Mt. Spokane is Washington States 
largest state park. The Mt. Spokane 
Ski and Snowboard Park currently 
operates on two thirds of the upper 
alpine area of the mountain.  The mis-
sion of the Washington State Parks and 
Recreation Commission is to “acquire, 
operate, enhance and protect a diverse 
system of recreational, cultural, his-
torical and natural sites” in an effort to 
leave a valued legacy to future genera-
tion.” While many of us at The Lands 
Council ski or board and want to see 
the ski areas in our region thrive, we 
believe that keeping the upper third 
of Mt Spokane in a natural state and 
protecting the rare wildlife habitat is 
part of our conservation mission. We 
also believe  that improvements to 
the existing facilities would far better 
serve the recreational community.

The natural forests on the west 
and northwest slopes of Mt. Spokane 

provide wildlife habitat, recreational 
hiking, snowshoeing, back country 
skiing, birding and other activities 365 
days a year. The impacts of expand-
ing the ski area are too great to trade 
off fragmenting this unique forest 
habitat.

The Washington State Parks and 
Recreation Commission will consider 
the Mt Spokane 2000’s expansion 
proposal at their May 19 meeting. 
Documents relating to the proposal 
have been posted on the State Parks 
website at http://www.parks.wa.gov/
plans/mtspokane2/.

Please send a letter by March 
16th  to  randy.kline@parks.wa.gov. 
[see sidebar for talking points]    
Please contact Mike Petersen at  
mpetersen@landscouncil.org if you 
want additional information or visit 
our website at www.landscouncil.org.

 
Mt. spokane  

talking Points 

- Indicate that you are submitting comments on 
the Mount Spokane Potential Alpine Ski Expansion 
Area (PASEA) Conceptual Proposal.
- Describe how the ski area expansion will impact 
your enjoyment of Mt. Spokane and list the winter 
and/or summer activities you enjoy at Mt. Spokane 
State Park. 
- The ski area expansion will negatively impact 
year around recreation –The natural forests on 
the west and northwest slopes of Mt. Spokane 
provide wildlife habitat, recreational hiking, 
snowshoeing, back country skiing, birding and 
other activities 365 days a year. The impacts of 
expanding the ski area are too great to trade off 
fragmenting this unique forest habitat for winter 
recreation lasting only 90-120 days. Cutting ski 
runs and building chair lifts requires clearing all 
vegetation and will forever alter the scenic beauty 
of this unique forest ecosystem.  
- The ski area expansion will fragment the 
last remaining large intact native forests near 
Spokane, which is inconsistent with Washington 
State Parks’ mission.
- This rare sub-alpine intact native forest 
ecosystem provides important habitat and 
corridors for wildlife.
- The natural beauty of the west and northwest 
side of the mountain is a backdrop for our 
community, one that would be forever altered 
by the expansion.
- Improvements needed to the existing ski area 
– The existing ski area facility is in great need of 
repairs and upgrades. All building are in need of 
paint and remodeling, new lift houses need to 
be build, and parking and other infrastructure 
improvements are needed. These improvements 
should be a top priority for Mt. Spokane 2000.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
THE LANDS COUNCIL 25 W. Main Ave, Ste 222, Spokane, WA 99201                            (please detach and mail)

I would like to become a member of The Lands Council! 
Name _____________________________________________           
Address____________________________________________       
Phone _____________________________________________
Email ______________________________________________
O $40   Individual Membership                                                     Referred by: ___________________________
O  $100 Supporter                           O Check enclosed                                          
O  $250 Wildlife Supporter             O Please charge my credit card         Signature_______________________
O  $___________Other               Card #____________________________________ exp._____________ 
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Programs Efforts

Remember those heavy green and 
white bags of fertilizer we used to 
dump on our lawns to keep them thick 
and green?  It turns out they contain 
phosphorus, one of the most damag-
ing of pollutants when it gets into our 
water. The Lands Council is leading 
an effort to greatly reduce the amount 
of phosphorus that finds its way into 
our waters by pushing forward with 
a legislative campaign this year. 
     A bill to restrict phosphorus in 

lawn fertilizer was introduced this 
year in the Washington state legisla-
ture. It would eliminate most use of 
phosphorus on lawns throughout the 
state.  This is particularly important 
to us here in Spokane, since runoff 
from lawns is making its way to the 
Spokane River and impeding water 
quality.   The legislation has passed 
the House and Senate Environment 
Committees and is expected to do well 
in the floor debate, hopefully passing 

this session. We may 
call on you to help 
convince legislators 
in Spokane to give 
their support.  Andy 
Billig, 3rd District 
Freshman legislator 
is the bill ’s prime 
sponsor, and we have 
a number of allies 
here in the region, 
including Senator 
Lisa Brown, Rep-
resentatives Timm 
Ormsby and Larry 

Crouse, the City of Spokane, Inland 
Empire Paper and Avista. 

In mid-February, Board President 
Steve Llewellyn, Spokane Riverkeeper 
Bart Mihailovich, and I visited Olym-
pia to speak with Eastern Washington 
legislators about the fertilizer bill and 
other environmental priorities.  In all 
we met with 11 Senators and Represen-
tatives and had a very good dialogue. 
I believe that new support from the 
4th and 6th Legislative Districts will 
result. Board member Neil Beaver is 
doing an excellent job at moving the 
bill forward in Olympia and all signs 
look positive that this simple step to 
improve water quality in the Spokane 
River and other Washington lakes and 
rivers will pass. On a secondary note, 
that green and white bag of fertilizer 
we previously mentioned was likely 
produced by Scotts® maker of Turf 
Builder, who is now supporting our 
legislation!  Scotts® now acknowledges 
that most lawns don’t need phosphorus 
and has reformulated their product. Fertilizer company Scotts has joined TLC and other supporters in 

acknowledging that phosphorus is unnecessary in fertilizers.

eliminating Phosphorus in fertilizer results in Healthier Waters 
 By Mike Petersen - Executive Director

Team Beaver’s off-season 
activities have consisted of  report-
writing, data analysis, grant-writ-
ing, and planning for this year’s 
re-introduction activities. Joe and 
Amanda presented at an Okanogan 
Highlands Alliance evening work-
shop in Tonasket in January, and 
at the State of  the Beaver 2011 
Conference in Canyonville, OR in 
February.

Late last year, the Washington 
Department of  Fish and Wild-
life (WDFW) recognized TLC’s 
success in beaver re-introduction 
and asked us to help them improve 

their permitting process and create 
a beaver recovery plan for Wash-
ington State. 

TLC is currently petitioning 
the U.S. Secretary of  Agriculture 
to develop and implement forest-
level action plans to re-introduce 
beaver on federal forests, including 
several million acres of  national 
forest in Washington State. A 
recent Ecology press release high-
lighted our efforts to re-introduce 
beaver in the Hangman Creek 
watershed to help reduce pollution 
and improve water quality. 

Do you have a nuisance beaver 

issue? Would you like to have a 
beaver family relocated onto your 
property this year or in the future? 
If  so, please contact Amanda at 
209-2408 or  
aparrish@landscouncil.org.

team beaver update
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Internal News don’t Miss this 
opportunity!

 
In addition to an exciting & fun 
evening, April Showers, TLC’s 16th 
Annual Dinner & Auction offers a 
bit more to businesses looking to get 
involved - the satisfaction and joy of 
becoming an Auction Sponsor.
Sponsorship tables are available for as 
little as $600 for a table of 8 guests. 
You and your guests will be wined, 
dined and entertained while you 
transcend into pure bliss as you take 
part in our live and silent auctions. 
And, as an added business bonus, 
you will receive a half-page ad in our 
auction booklet. What a great way to 
showcase your business, and enjoy a 
meaningful evening. 
TLC is excited to present you with 
the opportunity to highlight your 
business, and make a difference by 
supporting your local non-prof it 
organization. We are here to preserve 
and protect our future and what 
matters most: the wilderness, water 
and forest.
If you can’t sponsor a business table, 
you can always be a general business 
sponsor for as little as $150. You still 
get the satisfaction of helping support 
The Lands Council’s mission while 
being listed in our Auction Booklet.
Individual tickets are available for $60 
each. This is an inspirational event 
that you won’t want to miss!
For more information or to make 
your reservations, please contact 
Jo i e  O wens  at  2 0 9 - 24 07  or  
jowens@landscouncil.org

A special evening with acclaimed  
wildlife photographer and naturalist 

Paul Bannick

 

 

Tues, Mar 22, 7 p.m.  
Bing Crosby Theater

901 W. Sprague, Spokane
$5 Donation

A Lands Council sponsored event  
presented by Conservation Northwest

Birds of the
Inland Northwest

Call 509.747.1663 or visit www.conservationnw.org/birds 

As we rounded the corner into the 
new year, my eye’s immediately focused 
on auction, auction, auction. However, I 
found I must quickly adjust my sights 
to focus on two smaller- yet equally 
important events in February; our 
First Friday 
Open House & 
Spokane Green 
Drinks.

For those of 
you who joined 
us for Febru-
a r y ’s  O p e n 
House, thank 
you! What an 
amazing turn-
out, with well 
over one-hun-
dred guests. 
A t t e n d e e s 
enjoyed wine, 
food (courtesy of Sante’), dessert (thank 
you once again to Pixie Dust Choco-
lates), a little pampering from Massage 
for the Cause, and of course beautiful 
photography from Randy Beacham.

A raffle for a Valentine’s Day gift 
package brought some fun & excite-
ment, and guests got to hear first-hand 
from Jeremy Hansen, Owner/Chef of 
Sante’. I was equally overwhelmed by 
the enthusiasm of our guests as I was 

the overall turnout and can’t wait for 
our next Open House on Friday, June 
3rd.

February also offered TLC a great 
opportunity in being the featured orga-
nization at Spokane Green Drinks that 

month. SGD 
is a monthly, 
network ing 
group cen-
tered around 
socializing & 
sustainability. 
The evening 
offered us an 
opportunity 
to meet sev-
eral new con-
tacts, some of 
whom became 
new members, 
and share with 

attendee’s our mission.

All in all, on the events front, 2011 
is turning out beyond successful and I 
am both excited and anxious to share 
an unforgettable evening with you all 
at April Showers on Saturday, April 
16th.

Calling all volunteers! If you are interested in 
helping at April Showers, please contact Amanda 
Swan at 209.2851; aswan@landscouncil.org

open House & Green drinks recap 
 By Amanda Swan - Events Coordinator I Communications Specialist

Guests at the February Open House gather to socialize, 
enjoy food, wine & dessert and learn more about TLC.
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       Earth Day SpokanE
 Join The Lands Council and dozens of other 

 organizations in celebrating Earth Day 2011!  

WhEn: SaturDay, april 23rD 
11:00 am - miDnight

WhErE: main St. bEtWEEn broWnE & DiviSion

What: a cElEbration of thE Earth’S  
natural EnvironmEnt!!

Enjoy earth-friendly community booths,  
“green” activities for children of all ages,  

local food vendors, live music, art,  
and much more. Everyone is welcome!  

It’s free and fun!  

Visit http://www.earthdayspokane.org/ for updates. 


