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The Lands Council preserves and revitalizes our Inland Northwest forests, water, and 
wildlife through advocacy, education, effective action, and community engagement. 
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Spokane becomes 5,000 trees richer
2nd Annual Reforest Spokane Day a Success

It was an impressive site to take in. One hundred-
or-so dedicated volunteers, dressed in warm clothing, 
with shovels in hand, were spread across the open field at 
Campion Park near Hangman Creek, South of Spokane. 
The volunteers were working hard to plant hundreds of 
the 3,000 pine trees that went into the ground during this 
year’s Reforest Spokane Day on Saturday, Oct. 27th.

Campion Park was only one of five planting sites 
through the Spokane area where trees were planted on 
the 27th. Slavin, Haynes, and Dishman Hills Conservation 
areas and Whitworth University also welcomed groups 
of volunteers in the annual effort to enhance Spokane’s 
urban canopy.

After a survival rate that was lower than expected of 
2011’s tree planting, where The Lands Council planted 
10,000 seedlings, the organization took several steps in 
an effort to reduce mortality and improve the planting 

day overall. These steps included lowering the number 
of seedlings to be planted to a more-manageable number, 
introducing an ongoing watering scheme for the seedlings, 
and, thanks to a partnership with Sunshine Disposal, 
adding a compost/mulch component.

Partnerships with local businesses were another change 
from the prior year when the project was funded by Tom’s 
of Maine’s “50 States for Good” contest. Vaagen Bros. 
Lumber, Chase Bank, SCAFCO, and AT&T were among 
this year’s event sponsors. Beyond fiscal support, many of 
these groups assisted in making the planting day successful 
in other ways. Chase Bank and AT&T provided volunteer 
support while Sunshine Disposal donated over 2,500 cubic 
feet of organic compost.

The compost provided a list of benefits to the freshly-
planted seedlings, and played an important role in a com-
plimenting effort of native seed broadcasting which took 
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Volunteers gather at Dishman Hills Conservation Area for a demonstration before spreading out to plant several hundred Ponderosa pine seedlings.
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It’s been a rainy fall throughout the region, but I’m 
sure the 5,000 Ponderosa pine seedlings planted on 
Reforest Spokane Day are happy with all that recent 
moisture.  A special thanks to the 500 volunteers, 
Vaagen Brothers Lumber and our other sponsors, and 
a generous compost donation from Sunshine Disposal. 
We feel this year’s seedlings are off to a great start!  

We recently ordered another 25,000 trees and 
plants for next year as we expand our efforts to restore 
Hangman, Deep, and Coulee Creeks, as well as the 
Spokane area.  I want to offer a special thanks to Larry 
Stone and SCAFCO, who are the major sponsors of 
our efforts to restore Ponderosa Pine to its place as 

our regions premier native tree.

As positive as the outlook is for our urban forests, unfortunately it has been a 
tough year for wildlife in our region.  First, the Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife killed an entire pack of wolves, at the behest of one rancher.  Rather 
than take steps to reduce conflict between livestock and predators, as they are doing 
in Idaho, Canada and elsewhere, the Department chose to spend over $75,000 to 
kill this endangered species.  Ironically, the rancher pays a fraction of this amount 
every year in grazing fees, and has been uncooperative at changing his livestock 
operation to accommodate the return of the native wolf. More recently, the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service has decided to write off the most endangered species in 
our country, the mountain caribou. You can learn more about the agency’s deci-
sion and our outlook on pg. 6.

Thankfully, all was not disappointing for wildlife, as our Team Beaver helped 
organize and attended the first statewide meeting on beaver management this fall.  
Required as part of the bill that we passed in the state legislature last spring, this 
meeting brought the Fish and Wildlife Department, and other groups working to 
recover beaver together to strategize.  The active beaver restoration groups, from 
the Snohomish, Yakima, Methow and Spokane watersheds, shared their experiences 
with live-trapping beaver, flow control devices, determining gender of beaver and 
working through the somewhat onerous permitting and habitat assessment that 
the state requires.  Next year promises to be an exciting one as we prepare more 
habitat for future beaver transplants, and work with landowners to keep beaver 
doing what they do best - managing our watersheds.

I hope you are as excited about Project Sustain as I am.  From the early idea 
to somehow get kids outside to experience our natural world, it has expanded 
to a sophisticated program that works with teachers and their students from St 
Maries, Idaho to Spokane.  With topics such as beaver ecology and restoration; 
macro invertebrate sampling, water and air pollution control, renewable energy,  
subalpine ecosystems and solid waste management,  the students get hands-on 
experience.  In return, our community is seeing real results in tree planting, river 
clean-up and an increased interest in stewardship that will serve our region in 
the decades ahead.  If you own or know of a business that might be interested in 
being one of the sponsors of Project Sustain please contact us. 

Best wishes this holiday season! We look forward to many more successes in 
2013 – our 30th year as an organization.
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Reforest Spokane Day

place at the Dishman Hills, 
Whitworth University and 
Haynes Conservation plant-
ing sites. The native seed mix, 
after being placed on areas of 
bare soil, was covered with a 
layer of compost to help nour-
ish and protect the seeds. The 
Lands Council estimates that 
the seed broadcasting will pro-
duce another 2,000 seedlings, 
resulting in a total planting 
number of 5,000.

“ The most  important 
aspect of Reforest Spokane 
Day is really the great sense of 
community that accompanies 
the event,” said Mike Petersen, 
The Lands Council’s executive 
director. “Getting volunteers 
of all ages outside, smiling 
from ear-to-ear as they get 
dirty planting trees is what 
truly impacts Spokane and our 
environment for generations 
to come!”

Recognizing the ongoing interest and excitement for a large community tree planting event like Reforest Spokane 
Day, The Lands Council plans to continue hosting the event annually. In total, Reforest Spokane Day brought out 
approximately 500 volunteers - all of whom were enthusiastic about enhancing our environment.

Opportunities to participate in more tree planting efforts will become available in the spring at The Lands Council 
kicks off three large-scale restoration projects at local watersheds. Stay tuned for information on how to volunteer.

For more photos from the event, please visit TLC’s facebook page.

Reforest cont.

Clockwise: 1. Some of the wonderful Chase Bank Volunteers pose for a photo after planting hundreds of trees 
at Slavin Conservation area. 2. Board member, Anne Tenold, heads out to plant some seedlings at Campion 
Park. 3. A couple of our younger volunteers at the Haynes site. 4. A happy group from Campion Park.

Thank you to the Business Partners making this year’s Reforest Spokane Day possible!

Vaagen Bros. LumBer - Presenting Sponsor
sCaFCo - Ongoing “Ponderosa Pine” Sponsor

Chase Bank - Grand Fir Sponsor
sunshine DisposaL - In-Kind Grand Fir Sponsor

aT&T - Tamarack Sponsor
roasT house CoFFee - In-Kind Sponsor

roCkeT Bakery - In-Kind Sponsor
mCkenzie riVer pizza - In-Kind Sponsor

CosTCo - In-Kind Sponsor
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Watershed Restoration

2012 holds a year’s worth of some amazing accom-
plishments.  Back in the winter, we successfully lobbied 
for a bill that helps protect and manage beaver popula-
tions in Washington.  In the spring we had our best 
riparian restoration season to date, seeing over 80% 
initial survival rates across the board.  In summer we 
relocated another four families of beavers.  And this 
past month Joe Cannon and I attended the first ever 
Washington State Beaver Stakeholder Forum at Cen-
tral Washington University, hosted by Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife.  After working in 
beaver management for over three years, Joe and I were 
regularly confronted by the fact that though others are 
working in similar fields throughout the state, inter-
agency communication is lacking.  We started to think 
of all the implications of this lack of communication; 
what areas of the state have beaver problems and don’t 
know of solutions, what could we be learning from 
other relocation projects, how can we streamline tricky 
permitting based on the experience we’ve all had in the 
field?   With this in mind, we set out to improve inter-
agency communication.  Part of the bill we passed stipu-
lated that WDFW hold a stakeholders’ forum by year’s 
end, and last month we saw this come to fruition.

The three main beaver relocation operations in 
Washington, one in Methow, one in Yakima, and us 
here at The Lands Council, attended and gave presen-
tations to the group on the lessons we’ve learned thus 
far.  Tribes and trappers also shared experience and 
advice on troubleshooting faulty traps while Snohomish 
County’s Surface Water Management Division spoke on 

obtaining permits and installing beaver flow-control 
devices in urban areas.  The day sparked a lot of new 
ideas, including ways we can develop general permits 
for approved flow-control devices like pond-levelers and 
culvert protectors, so that we can solve conflicts right 
away without delayed permit approval.  As a group, 
we will also work on developing new state protocol for 
determining appropriate relocation sites.  All and all, 
we hope that this meeting and the subsequent ones will 
make beaver management less bureaucratic so that we 
can easily facilitate beaver populations and the ecosys-
tem services 
they provide.

As fall turns 
into winter, we 
retreat to our 
offices to plan 
for next year.  
We’ve got a lot 
of work ahead, 
with over 10,000 
trees to plant 
next spring 
and a statewide 
beaver manage-
ment plan to 
develop, but 
we’re ready for 
the challenge!

taking steps forward in protecting nature’s engineer, the beaver
By Amanda Parrish - Watershed Programs Director

Thanks to a Federal Clean 
Water Act Section 319 Program 
water quality grant from the 
Department of Ecology, The Lands 
Council, over the next three years, 
will work to reduce fecal coliform 
bacteria, temperature, and turbid-
ity and improve water quality and 
public health in the degraded Hang-
man Creek watershed!  

TLC will coordinate with the 
Spokane Conservation District to 
enhance and restore riparian buf-
fers, complete streambank restora-
tion projects, and conduct public 
education throughout the watershed.  

We’ve just begun outreach to ripar-
ian landowners in the watershed, 
focusing on proper household fertil-
izer and chemical use and disposal, 
septic system maintenance, pet 
waste management, lawn clipping 
disposal, and erosion control.  In the 
spring, we’ll start planting a portion 
of the 25,000 trees that we plan to 
plant along the banks of Hangman 
Creek and its tributaries throughout 
the three years.

Own riparian property in the 
Hangman Creek watershed?  Inter-
ested in planting trees and shrubs 
along the streambanks?  Contact 

Kat at 209-2403 or Amanda at 209-
2408.    

riparian restoration in Hangman creek
By Kat Hall - Conservation Programs Director

Extensive planting of native trees and planting 
along Hangman Creek will take place this spring.
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a busy fall for Project SuStain
By Kat Hall - Conservation Programs Director

Urban Ecology

“I tried to be late to school today so 
that I wouldn’t have to go on this field 
trip…but I’m really glad I went.  I didn’t 
realize being outside and planting trees 
would be so much fun.”  -Student from 
The Community School after field trip 
to the Haynes Conservation Futures 
property.

Sometimes—most of the time—it 
takes just that.  Provide an opportu-
nity.  Offer exposure to something new 
and different.  Get kids outside and 
let nature do the rest…which it does.  
Time and time again.  The power of 
the outdoors can only be experienced 
outside, and that is the beauty of Proj-
ect SUSTAIN.

It’s comments like these that 
reinforce to me how important it is to 
simply get our kids out of the class-
room.  Feet get wet and hands get 
dirty…and suddenly smiles appear, 
minds open, attitudes change, judg-
ment fades, learning happens, work 
gets done…    

 Highlights of our fall semester 
include the following:

- Learning about what happens to 
our water when we flush the toilet at 
the Coeur d’Alene Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility (Project CDA)  

- Sharing data from a collaborative 
study of the water quality of Rose Lake 
via live interactive video conferencing 
(Lake City HS, Post Falls HS, and St. 
Maries HS)

- Hard-working M.E.A.D. Alter-
native HS students planting trees and 
shrubs on denuded hillsides along the 
north edge of Whitworth University’s 
campus

- Watching wildlife and learning 

about the importance of riparian veg-
etation while canoeing the Little Spo-
kane River (The Community School)

- Testing water quality and sam-
pling for benthic macroinvertebrates at 
Cougar Gulch (Project CDA)

- Viewing the flora and fauna of 
Lake Coeur d’Alene while hiking at 
Higgins Pt. (Coeur d’Alene HS)

- Appreciating that a landfill is so 
much more than a pile of garbage (St. 
Maries HS, Fighting Creek Landfill)

- Viewing dozens of eagles and 
learning about their ecology and natu-

ral history on a Lake Coeur d’Alene 
cruise (The Community School)

And to come this winter…more 
water quality testing and ice fishing 
by Post Falls HS at Rose Lake; a col-
laborative study of snow pit analyses at 
Lookout Pass by Lake City HS, Post 
Falls HS, and St. Maries HS; and a 
snowshoeing trip to Mt. Spokane by 
The Community School in conjunction 
with Spokane Parks & Recreation.

Thanks, as always, to our 2012-
2013 Project SUSTAIN sponsors: 
Teck, Pura Vida Homes, STCU, and 
SCAFCO.       

Clockwise: 1. Students from Post Falls High School had the opportunity to play with the baby pigs 
at Heron Pond Farms. 2. Mead Alternative High School spent a morning planting trees at Whitworth 
University. 3. Community School students enjoyed a fall canoe trip in October.
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Internal News

When Matt  West 
walked in to The Lands 
Council a couple months 
back, there, unfortunately 
weren’t any staff positions 
open. However, Matt’s 
enthusiasm and passion 
for our mission made us 
stop and think twice about 
where we could utilize his 
skills. Now, Matt has joined 
the team, and remains busy 
with volunteer recruitment 
efforts, community out-
reach (specifically within 
the Hangman Creek water-

shed), and will be assisting with fundraising and grant 
writing. 

Matt is a Spokane native who graduated from Lewis 
and Clark in 2002 and Evergreen State College in 2007, 
where he earned his Bachelors degree. Matt joined the 
Peace Corps in 2007 and served until December 2011 in 
Peru where he was a community-based environmental 
volunteer. Matt designed and implemented the country’s 
first rural waste management system, and worked closely 
with the country’s first private nature reserve.

We are thrilled to welcome Matt West to the team!

celebrate with us on 12.12.12
Don’t forget to join us on Wed. Dec. 12th for 

our Annual Holiday Party! As in years past, this 
event will take place in the Community Building 
lobby and is sure to be a wonderful time. We’ve had 
a wonderful year here at The Lands Council and 
this event offers the opportunity for us to gather 
together and celebrate 2012’s successes.

During this event, we will also be handing 
out an array of fun prizes to those who’ve partici-
pated in our Fall New Member Drive. Starting in 
November through the end of the year, membership 
fees have been reduced to $25 for new members - 
and for current members looking to purchase the 
gift of a Lands Council membership for friends 
and family. 

It’s not too late to participate in the New 
Member Drive. Just visit www.landscouncil.org/
join to sign up or purchase your gift today.

Welcoming Matt West

It appears that the fed-
eral government is not seri-
ous about recovering cari-
bou in the only ecosystem 
they can still be found in the 
lower 48 states, basically rel-
egating their existence only 
to Canada. Last week the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice (FWS) released their 
final rule designating only 
30,010 acres of critical habi-
tat for the critically imper-
iled woodland caribou. This 
is significantly less than the 
375,562 acres in the draft 
rule proposed a year ago, 
in turn much smaller than 
the 746,505 acres the FWS’s 
1994 Recovery Plan delin-
eated in the U.S. portion of 
the Recovery Area.

The rationale provide 
by the FWS for only des-
ignating 30,010 acres is 
that it is the only area con-

sidered currently occupied 
by caribou—above 5,000 
feet in elevation with a few 
lower level connecting cor-
ridors. The designated criti-
cal habitat is mostly within 
the Salmo-Priest Wilder-
ness in the northeast corner 
of the state of Washington. 
The FWS states that it 
doesn’t know why caribou 
habitat occupancy in the 
U.S. has been shrinking in 
recent decades, yet scientists 
widely agree that habitat 
degradation due to motor-
ized recreation, logging, 
and road building have been 
major contributing factors. 

The Lands Council and 
other groups who have been 
working to protect wood-
land caribou habitat since 
it was listed as Endangered 
are now contemplating our 
options for increasing pro-
tection of habitat for this 
rare species.

update on caribou critical habitat
 By Jeff Juel - Forest Policy Director
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Program Updates

In August 2012, the Coeur d’Alene 
River Ranger District of the Idaho 
Panhandle National Forests proposed 
to “change vehicle designation” of their 
Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) to 
allow jeeps on several miles of motor-
ized trails that currently only allow 
smaller trail vehicles such as ATVs 
50 inches wide or less. The changes 
had been requested by members of 
the motorized recreation community 
who wanted opportunities for more 
challenges of “a primitive character… 
for expert trail travel” to be used by 
jeeps (but not standard 4 wheel drive 
vehicles such as SUVs). The Forest Ser-
vice proposed to change the MVUM 
to accommodate these users by cat-
egorically excluding the action from 
a thorough analysis procedure that 
would have thoroughly considered the 
impacts on other forest resources. 

Concerned over the appropriate-
ness of increasing the already excessive 
adrenaline-charged motorized activity 

on national forest land, causing more 
soil erosion, more sediment delivery 
into waters, increased noxious weed 
spread, and more wildlife disturbance, 
The Lands Council, Alliance for the 
Wild Rockies and Wildlands CPR 
submitted a comment letter in opposi-
tion. In our comments we cited federal 
Travel Management Regulations and 
Executive Orders prohibiting the use 
of categorical exclusions for such pro-
posed changes to the MVUM.

In a letter dated November 13, 
the Forest Service announced that 
due to significant public opposition 
and the “controversy and complex-
ity associated with the issues iden-
tified” by the public, a categorical 
exclusion  was indeed inappropriate.  
Even better, the proposal was “post-
poned indefinitely for the foreseeable 
future” because the Forest Service 
does not have the resources to con-
duct the required analyses!

a win for the Panhandle national forest
By Jeff Juel - Forest Policy Director

Thanks to our partnership with Alliance for the 
Wild Rockies and Wildlands CPR, we have suc-
cessfully protected the Panhandle Nat’l Forest 
from jeeps.

SaVe tHe date...
Mark your calendars for these 

upcoming events in 2013!

friday, february 1st from 5-7 p.m.
first friday open House

Join us at The Lands Council for an evening of 
fun, food and drinks and artwork. Free.

Saturday, april 13th at 5:00 p.m.
april Showers, 18th annual dinner and 

auction at the doubletree Hotel
Joins us for our largest fundraising event of the 
year, including a 3-course dinner with wine and 

hundreds of silent and live auction items! 

Home efficiency incentives

We know that energy efficiency is important to cre-
ating a sustainable future. Residents of Spokane County 
can now work with non-profit SustainableWorks to lower 
their energy usage this winter. SustainableWorks offers 
$95 home energy audits (a $600 value), up to $2500 off 
your home energy efficiency improvements and up to 
$3000 of your solar project, and additional incentives for 
those switching from oil to more efficient fuel sources. 
The purpose of SustainableWorks is to help homeown-
ers make home improvements that reduce their energy 
use and energy bills. To learn more about the program, 
or to sign-up, please visit www.sustainableworks.com or 
call 509-443-3471. 
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2013 is sure to be a successful year with the many worthwhile projects we 
have planned. But 2013 will be a special year for another reason - 

because it marks our 30th year as an organization. 

In 1983, John Osborn, then an intern at Sacred Heart Medical Center, decided something needed to 
be done to protect the land he called home. A group of area physicians, concerned about the envi-
ronment’s effect on people’s health, agreed.

And thus The Lands Council, a local grassroots, non-
profit dedicated to protecting the quality of life in 
the Inland Northwest, was born. Today we are the 
leading conservation voice in the Inland Northwest. 

Since our humble beginnings, The Lands Council 
has protected thousands of acres of public land, 
and in the process worked to preserve the forests, 
water, and wildlife we all depend on for life.

Thank you to the many individuals and groups 
who’ve supported us over the years. We welcome 
2013 with enthusiasm and look forward to 30 more 
years of conservation. 
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